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Sincerity 



A letter was handed to al-Buhlul... 

'Some of the students of al-Buhlul said: A letter was handed to al-Buhlul so he opened it and it was in it: 



"From a woman from Samarqand of Khurasan [near Afghanistan], / am a woman who committed all 
types of sins that no other ever committed but turned to Allah and repented and I asked about the 
worshippers living on earth so I was informed of four worshippers, one of them is al-Buhlul in Africa. 0 
Buhlul, I ask you by Allah to invoke Allah for me so He maintain for me this guidance " 

Upon reading this, the letter fell off the hands of al-Buhlul and he fell on his face weeping and crying 
until he wet the letter with his tears then he said [blaming himself]: O Buhlul! From Samarqand 
Khurasan [They know of you]? Woe to you if Allah did not cover you [i.e. conceal your faults and 
make you unknown]! 



This story is a lesson to all those who seek knowledge to debate so and so or to give lectures and talks so 
people know him, or so that people approach him to ask him questions, or to be called a shaykh or a student 
of knowledge, and it is for those who dislike it when someone does not pay attention to what they say, or feel 
insulted when someone call them laypeople, and for those who learn but do not act upon what they learn, and 
for those whose knowledge did not increase the sense of fearing Allah in their hearts, for those who thinks 
knowledge is about memorizing and for those and for those... 

May Allah engulf our hearts with His Mercy and write us amongst those who fear Him and act upon what they 
know for Imam al-Shafi'e said: Knowledge is not to memorize, rather to act upon it. 

And Allah directs Whoever He likes to success. 



Source : 

[al-Qadi 'lyyad related it in his known book 'Tartib al-Madarik' (3:89) under the biography of Imam al-Buhlul 
ibn Rashid al-Qayrawani al-Maliki who was one of the companions of Imam Malik and known for his piety and 
excessive wosrhip.] 

http://ahlalhdeeth.com/vbe/showthread. php?p=74610 
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"Allah knows I killed him.." 

The following was taken from a Jumu'ah Khutbah delivered by Shaykh Muhammad Ibrahim al-Madhi in the 
Shaykh 'Ijlin Mosque in Gaza on June 6th, 2001: 

"...0, you who love Allah, it is our duty to strive so that all our deeds will be [only] for the sake of 
Allah. Listen to the following precious story: 

'In one African country, a Muslim army was fighting against the Byzantine army. The number of the 
Byzantines was more than ten times the number of the Muslims. The Byzantine commander was 
Gregorius and his daughter was by his side. 

Gregorius' daughter said: 'My father, who are these, they are merely a handful, their number is small 
and no more than 15,000, who are they?' 

He answered her: 'These are the Arab horsemen.' 

She said: 'My father, give them to me as spoils.' 

And he had given her [their property's worth] as spoils, before the battle even took place. However, 
Allah wanted Gregorius killed in the battle and his daughter to be one of the captives. The 
commander of the Muslim army wanted to know who killed Gregorius, but nobody answered. 

This is how we should also act: Do, do, and do, but without talking . 

'Who killed Gregorius?' 

Gregorius' daughter said to the commander of the Muslims: 7 know who killed my father.' 

And when Abdullah bin az-Zubayr passed next to her she said: 'O, commander of the Muslims, this is 
the man who killed my father.' 

[The Muslim commander asked him:] 'O, Abdullah bin az-Zubayr, why did you conceal this from us?' 
What did Abdullah bin az-Zubayr say in response? His words still echo in the ear of history. 

He said: 

'Allah knows I killed him.' 



Allah knows what we do and there is no necessity for humans to know this as well. With such noble values, the 
[Muslim] nation shall win..." 
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The Fear of Fame: a Lost Characteristic 



The scholars and the righteous of this Ummah always feared fame and becoming well-known amongst the 
people. They would dislike for their name to be mentioned much and you can see one of them fleeing from 
the people as if they were a fitnah (trial), whilst at other times you can see one get up and leave the circle of 
knowledge which he was conducting because the numbers became too many. 

Below here are some amazing statements from our predecessors that allude to just how much they held onto 
sincerity and how much they fled from fame and from being spoken about. 

Ibn Mas'ood (radhiallahu 'anhu): '( O people!) Be the springs of knowledge and the lamps of guidance! Stick to 
your homes and be like a light in the night, revivers of hearts, wearing worn-out clothes, you will then be known 
by the people of the heavens and be hidden among the people of the earth. ' 

A man said to Bishr: 'Advice me.' So he said, 'Let your mention be unknown...' And Hushib would be found 
crying saying, 'My name has reached the Masjid!' 

Both Ibrahim al-Nakha'i and al-Hasan used to say, 'It is enough of an evil that a man should be pointed at in 
matters ofDeen or Dunya (i.e. out of fame), except him whom Allah has protected. Righteousness lies here' and 
he'd point to his chest three times. 

Ibrahim ibn Adham: 'A slave who loves fame has not been truthful to Allah. ' 

'Aasim: 'If more than four people came and sat around Abul-'Aaliyah, he would get up and leave.' 

Dawud al-Ta'i used to say: 'Flee from people just like you would flee from a lion. ' 

Imam Ahmad: 'Glad tidings be to the one whose mention has been hidden by Allah!' And he would say, 7 wish 
for something that will never be... I wish to be in a place devoid of other people. ' 

Dhul-Nun: 'Being pleased with being around people is from the signs of bankruptcy' 

Fudhayl ibn 'lyyadh: 'If you can get by without being known, then do so. What does it bother you that people 
will not praise you, and what does it bother you that you may be blameworthy in the sight of people if in the 
Sight of Allah you are praiseworthy?' 

Muhammad ibn al-'Alaa ibn Musayyib from Basra wrote to Muhammad Yusuf al-Asbahani saying, 'O my 
brother, whoever loves Allah loves that he remain unknown (to the people). ' 

Bishr ibn al-Harith: 7 do not know a single man who loves fame except that he loses his religion and becomes 
disgraced. No-one who has fear of Allah, loves to be known amongst the people. ' 

He (rahimahullah) also said: 'A man who loves that everyone should know him, will never find the sweetness of 
the Hereafter. ' 

Yazid ibn Abi Habib: 'Indeed from the fitnah of a scholar is that speech should become more pleasing to him 
than silence and listening. ' 

Abu Huraira (radhiallahu 'anhu) used to say: 'Were it not for an ayah in the Book of Allah, I would not have 
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narrated to you people (ayah below): 

jjjC-iUl mTij <U)I ^ it Ti liliJji k_iU£JI ^ (Jjliil jIjjj La Jju L>* La £jj)«iSj (j) 

'Verily, those who conceal the clear proofs, evidences and the guidance, which We have sent down, after We 
have made it clear for the people in the Book, they are the ones cursed by Allah and cursed by the cursers. ' [al- 
Baqarah: 158] 

Al-Sha'bi: 'We tried incredibly hard to get Ibrahim al-Taymi to sit down in the masjid and narrate to the people 
but he refused. ' 

Ibn Abi Layla: 7 met a hundred and twenty Companions of the Prophet (sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam), and 
none of them would narrate except that he loved his brother to suffice him of that. And none of them gave 
fatawa except that he wished his brother would suffice him of that. 1 

'Abdullah ibn Abbas: 'Indeed Allah has slaves who have been silenced by the fear of Allah although they are 
eloquent in speech. ' 

Sufyan al-Thawri: 'If you can become a scholar without being known, then do so. For indeed the people, if they 
knew what was in you, they would eat your flesh. ' 

A He (rahimahullah) wouldn't allow more than three people to sit in his gathering. One day, more than three 
came and he saw his gathering had increased so he stood up in fear and said, 'By Allah, we have been taken 
and we do not even feel it! ByAllah, if the leader of the faithful, 'Umar (radhiallahu 'anhu) weretosee 
someone like me sitting in this gathering he would make me stand up and say 'The like of you is not worthy of 
this!' 



It is reported that when he sat to narrate hadeeth, he would sit in fear and terror. If a cloud passed over him, 
he would become silent until it passed then he'd say, 'I feared that it contained stones with which we would be 
struck with. ' 

When Bishr al-Hafi abandoned narrating hadeeth in a gathering, the people said to him: 'What are you going 
to say to your Lord when He asks you 'Why did you abandon narrating to the people the statements of My 
Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam)?! 1 He (rahimahullah) said, 7 will say, O my Lord. You have 
commanded me to do it with sincerity but I did not find that in me. 1 

It was said to Sufyan Ibn 'Uyaynah once, 'Won't you sit and narrate to us?' He (rahimahullah) said: 'ByAllah, I 
don't see you worthy of being narrated to nor do I see myself worthy of being listened to.' 

Ibrahim Ibn Adham;- 

Ibrahim ibn Adham: 7 never found delight in living except in al-Sham (greater Syria). I would flee with my 
religion from heights to heights and from mountain to mountain. Whoever saw me said 'He's delusional' and 
whoever saw me said 'He's a porter. ' 

He (rahimahullah) would also say: 'The scholars! When they taught they would act (righteous deeds) and when 
they acted, they would become busy in that, and when they became busy they would be missed by the people 
and when they were missed, they would be sought out by the people, and when they were sought, they would 
flee. ' 

One day he passed by the gathering of al-Awza'i (rahimahullah) and saw that a large number of people had 
gathered. So he said, 'If all this crowding was around Abu Huraira, he would have departed from it. ' This 
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reached al-Awza'i who got up and abandoned the gathering from that day on. 



Ibrahim ibn Adham was an amazing personality masha'Allah; he tried hard to keep away from the people in 
fear of them mentioning him too much. But his fame shot up and his name became so widespread to the point 
that it was said one time 'He is in the garden' (where he worked tending to crops), so the people entered it, 
encircling it, saying 'Where is Ibrahim ibn Adham?' So he began to encircle along with them saying, 'Where is 
Ibrahim ibn Adham?!' * 

[*Point being here that his name, character and reputation was known but he himself was hardly seen so they 
didn't recognise him!] 

He (rahimahullah) said: 'My eye never found solace and delight in a day of this world except once.. I spent the 
night in a mosque in one of the villages in al-Sham whilst I had a stomach sickness. The mu'adhin then grabbed 
me by my leg and dragged me out of the mosque!' - He found solace in this because the man did not recognise 
him and he did not leave the mosque as he was ill and illness had made him remain in the mosque. 



Quotes taken from the book: Ta'tir al-Anfas min Hadith al-lkhlas by Dr. Sayyid al-'Affani (original sources 
include Tahdhib al-Hilyah, Siyar A'lam al-Nubalaa, Tanbih al-Mughtarin and Sifat al-Safwah to name but a 
few) 

http://www.subulassalaam.com/articles/article.cfm7article id=121 
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'O Abdullah, do not mention..." 

"I was with ibn al-Mubarak and Mu'tamir ibn Sulayman in Tarasus and suddenly people were called 
to arms (for war). When the two armies (the muslim and the roman) took their positions, a roman 
fighter came forward and asked for a one-to-one fight. A muslim fighter went forward to fight the 
roman but was killed. Another one volunteered but was killed as well. The roman fighter manged to 
kill six muslim fighters and was walking betwen the lines arrogantly asking for a fight and no one 
dared approach him. Then, ibn al-Mubarak looked at me and said 'If I am killed do so and so. ' He, 
then, approached the roman fighter with his horse and killed him after an hours skirmish and asked 
for a fight. He manged to kill six roman fighters; and when he asked for a fight , no one dared come 
forward, they were all afraid. Ibn al-Mubarak disappeared for a while in the rows and then came to 
his position near me and said to me 'O Abdullah, do not mention what you have just seen to anyone 
as long as I am alive'". 
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Memorizing the Entire Qur'an in 2 months! 

As-salaamu 'alaykum 



I recently heard an incredibly amazing account told by Shaykh Yasir Salamah, one of the leading Imams and 
recitors of Egypt. In his audio tape 'When will I see you as a Haafidh?' he speaks of the true account of 
Muhammad, a brother who after attending a workshop on memorising Qur'aan and utilising all the available 
mediums, went on to memorise the entire Qur'aan within just 50 days (i.e 2 months) 

Within 2 months?! 



Yes. Within 2 months. This is his account and he says: 

"I declared a state of Jihad upon my soul and put death before my eyes. I made an intention to memorise the 
Noble Qur'aan. So I abandoned telephone calls and unnecessary visits, and I changed all the negative thoughts 
associated with hifdh (memorisation) to positive and practical ones e.g. When a thought came to me saying '/ 
can't do it!' I'd say, 'I can do it.' If it said, 'My memory is weak!' I'd say 'I take pleasure in having a great 
memory.' 

I chose the masjid as the place of my hifdh as it preserves three: 

1. The eyes 

2. The ears 

3. The tongue 

I followed a specific dietary program consisting of eating dates, fruits and honey - and fasting helped me a 
great deal in that. I used to wake up before salaat al-Fajr by 2 and a half hours and I slept 2 hours after 'Isha. I 
used to wake up for Tahajjud (the night prayer), prolonging my sujood wherein I would call upon Allaah ta'alaa 
to ease for me my affair. I would also seek forgiveness 100 times. 

I began to memorise 5 pages and would recite them in the Sunnah prayers of Fajr. After salaat al-Fajr, I would 
begin the memorisation of 5 new pages and at the end, I would recite them in the 2 raka'ahs of salaat al- 
Duhaa, all the time thanking Allaah for easing the memorisation. 

I would perfect the recitation of what I had memorised by listening to tapes of one of the recitors. I would read 
about the qiraa'ah in books or via the Muqaddimah al-Jazariyyah (poem on the ahkam of tajweed). 

After salaat al-Dhuhr, I would repeat everything that I had memorised previously beginning from the 1st Juz, 
until salaat al-'Asr. After the 'Asr prayer, I would repeat the new portion of hifdh and the juz before. After the 
Maghrib prayer, I would prepare the recitation of 10 new pages and it was only after salaat al-'lsha that I'd 
review the Qur'aan with my teacher, may Allaah reward him well. 

Before retiring to bed, I would listen to all that I memorised in the day from cassettes and I would be sitting for 
6 continuous hours, without any boredom or feeling tired. In the 1st week, I would sit for 6 hours, memorising 
and revising. In the 2nd week, I would sit for 8 hours. In the 3rd week, it was 10 hours and in the 4th week, it 
was 12 hours. In the last 10 days, I was sitting for 14 hours memorising and revising. 

The hardest times for me were when it came to sleeping and eating. I ardently wished that the period of sleep 
would end quickly so that I could start my hifdh of the Noble of Qur'aan. Everytime I began to read the 
Qur'aan and memorise, I felt such delight and enjoyment that I had never felt before. Du'a was an important 
factor for me before and after hifdh. I would memorise a page whilst sitting down and then repeat it whilst 
walking. My teacher played an important role in encouraging me, in revision, in correcting me and benefiting 
me in terms of Tajweed. 

In the last week, on the night of 20th Ramadan, only 4 and a half juz remained until completion of hifdh. So I 
turned to Allaah to open up my way and ease it for me. I went on to memorise it in 6 days with the Help of 
Allaah. 
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Laylatul-Qadr came, the night of delight and happiness - it was like a wedding night to me. My completion of 
hifdh took place between Maghrib and 'Isha in the masjid with the Imam and those in I'tikaaf. We began the 
khatma (reciting from beginning till end of the Book). In the end, during the du'aa, my heart opened up greatly 
and I began to weep like never before. It was the most beautiful hour of my life. Allaah had honoured me with 
the memorisation of His Book. 

During the du'aa, I remembered a dream I had more than 10 years ago... I was a Mu'adhin of a mosque and 
after Fajrsalaah, I sat remembering Allaah in the mosque. I felt sleepy so I took a nap in the middle of the 
mosque, and behold! I found myself amidst a gathering. A powerful ray of light descended from the sky down 
to the middle of the masjid. From that light came many angels and between them were 2 big Angels. One of 
them turned towards me and took me to the light. I entered along with the 2 angels. I then found myself on 
top of a large green tree - 1 began to climb it in the companionship of the 2 angels. We found angels standing 
by the door of the 1st heaven. They said to me 'Where are you going?' They opened up a book and said, ’We 
don't have your name with us, so climb onwards to the top.' And likewise, all the time (through each heaven), 
they said the same thing to me. 

Upon arriving at the 7th heaven, we reached the end of the tree. I found angels standing at the door and they 
said, 'Are you Muhammad?' I said, Yes.' They said, 'Enter, for the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam) wants you.' I said to the 2 angels that were with me 'Come in with me.' They said, 'We can't enter. But 
we will wait for you.' So I entered Jannah and behold, I saw therein what no eye has seen, no ear has heard 
and had never entered in the heart of Man. Angels were surrounding me and there was a door, on top of it 
was written 

Aja, LufjJ jil - V) Aj) V 

(There is no God but Allaah and Muhammad is His Messenger. Al-Firdaws Paradise). 

The Angels opened the door and I entered. Before me was the Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alayhi wa 
sallam) sitting at the top end and beside him were men, some that I recognised and some that I didn't. In front 
of him were a very large group of men, women and children. They wore white clothes, and they were so many 
that they had a beginning but no end. All of them were reciting Qur'aan. 

The Messenger of Allaah (sallallaahu 'alayhi wa sallam) called me and I went up to him. He got up and made 
some space for me. I kissed him and he sat me down besides him. I asked him 'Who are these people O 
Messenger of Allah ?' He said, 'These are the people who have memorised the Book of Allaah 'azza wa jail. ' 
Inshaa'Allaah ta'ala, the dream ended in truth. I never spoke to anyone about it until the night that I 
completed the memorisation of the Qur'aan." 

Allahu Akbar, if this is not tawfeeq from Allaah and determination... I don't know what is! 



Transcribed and edited from the audio ’When will I see you as a Haafidh?' by Shaykh Yasir Salamah, hafidhahullah. Rest of the series 
located here 
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..The fear of Allah we DON'T have! 

http://www.islamicboard.com/manners-purification-soul/35620-fear-allah-we-dont-have.html 



[The following are from Ibn Qudaamah's mukhtasar minhajul qaasideen, pages 319-323] 

THE FEAR OF THE ANGELS, ALAYHIM ASSALAAM 
Allah has said describing them, 

U j ja l>j^ 



They fear Allah from above them and they do what they are commanded. 
[Quran an-Nahl 16:50] 



And we have narrated from the Prophet that he said, "Verily, Allah has angels who tremble out of fear of Him." 
[al-Bayhaqi in al-Shu'ab #914, al-Khateeb in Taareekh Baghdad 12/307] 

And it has reached us that from the carriers of the Throne are [angels] whose tears flow like rivers, so if [one] 
raises his head he says, "Glory be to You, You are not feared as You deserve to be feared." Allah will say, "But 
those who swear oaths by My Name are liars [and] do not know this." 

And from Jaabir, "Rasul Allah said, 'When it was the night of my ascension, I saw Jibreel like a worn-out rag 
from the fear of Allah.'" [Ahmad in al-Musnad 4/25-26] 

And it has reached us that Jibreel came to the Prophet and was crying. So the Prophet asked him, 'What makes 
you cry?' He said, "My eyes have not been dry since Allah created Jahannam, out of fear that I would disobey 
Him and He would throw me in it." 

[al-Bayhaqi in al-Shu'ab #915] 

And from Yazeed al-Ruqaashi, "Allah has angels around the Throne, their eyes cry [tears] like rivers until the 
Day of Resurrection. They sway as though the wind was shaking them, out of their fear of Allah ta'aala. So 
Allah, Mighty and Exalted, will say to them, '0 My angels, what has frightened you when you are with Me?' 
They will say, '0 Lord, if the people of the earth knew of your Honor and Glory the way we know of it, they 
would not have [been able to] swallow food nor drink, nor would they lie down in their beds. They would go 
out to the deserts and bellow like the cows bellow." 

And Muhammad bin al-Munkadir said, "When the Fire was created, the hearts of the angels flew from their 
place, and when Adam was created, they returned." 

And it has been narrated that when Iblees' affair came to pass, Jibreel and Mika'eel began crying. So Allah said 
to them, "What is this crying?" They said, "Our Lord, we are not safe from your plotting." So Allah said to them, 
"So be it [ i.e. safe]." 

THE FEAR OF THE PROPHETS, ALAYHIM ASSALAAM 

Wahb said, "Adam cried over Jannah for 300 years, and he did not raise his head to the Heavens after he 
committed the mistake." 

And Wuhaib ibn al-Ward said, "When Allah rebuked Nuh over his son when he said "I seek refuge with You 
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from asking You that of which I have no knowledge. And unless You forgive me and have Mercy on me, I would 
indeed be one of the losers" [Hud : 46], Nuh cried 300 years, until there appeared under his eyes the likeness 
of creeks from [all of his] crying." 

Abud-Dardaa said, "Wheezing could be heard from Ibrahim's chest whenever he rose to prayer, out of fear of 
Allah, Mighty and Exalted." 

And Mujaahid said, "When Daawood committed his mistake, he fell down prostrate to Allah for 40 days, until 
from the tears of his eyes there grew herbs that covered his head. Then he called, '0 Lord, the forehead has 
been injured and the eyes have hardened, and nothing has yet to return to Daawood. 1 So [a voice] called, 'Are 
you hungry for you to eat? Or sick for you to be cured? Or oppressed for you to be aided?' So he wailed a cry 
that aroused every growing thing, and upon that, he was forgiven." 

And it was said, 'The people would visit Daawood thinking he was sick, but there was nothing with him except 
intense fear of Allah.'" 

And Isa [Jesus] - if death was mentioned- his skin would drip blood. 

THE FEAR OF THE PROPHET, SALALLAHU ALAYHI WA SALLAM 

Narrated 'Aisha: "I never saw Allah's Apostle laughing loudly enough to enable me to see his uvula, but he 
used to smile only. And whenever he saw clouds or winds, signs of deep concern would appear on his face. I 
said, "O Allah's Apostle! When people see clouds they usually feel happy, hoping that it would rain, while I 
see that when you see clouds, one could notice signs of dissatisfaction on your face." He said, "O 'Aisha! 
What is the guarantee for me that there will be no punishment in it, since some people were punished with 
a wind? Verily, some people saw the punishment, but [while seeing the cloud] they said, 'This cloud will give 
us rain.' " 

[Bukhari #4454, Muslim #1497] 

And when the Prophet prayed, a sound like the wheezing of a cauldron could be heard because of his 
weeping. 

[an-Nisaa'I #1199, Abu Daawood #769] 

THE FEAR OF HIS COMPANIONS, RAADI ALLAHU ANHOM 

We have narrated from Abu Bakr that he would hold his tongue and say, "This is what has led me to 
destruction." 

And he said, "If only I were a tree that is chewed and then eaten." 

And similarly were Talha and Abud-Dardaa and Abu Dharr. 

And Umar ibnul Khattab would hear an ayah and become sick and withdraw for days. 

And one day, he picked up a piece of straw from the ground and said, "If only I were this piece of straw. If 
only I was never anything mentioned! If only my mother never gave birth to me!" 

And on his face were two black streaks from his great weeping. 



And Uthmaan said, "I wish that if I die, that I am not resurrected." 

And Abu Ubaidah bin al-Jarrah said, "I wish that I was a ram for my family to slaughter and eat my meat and 
drink my broth." 

And Umraan bin Haseen said, "I wish that I were ashes scattered by the wind." 
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And Hudhayfah said, "I wish I had a person to take charge of my money so I could close my door upon me 
and no one would enter upon me until I meet Allah, Mighty and Majestic." 

And a line [down which tears flowed] was on the cheek of Ibn Abbas, like a worn-out lace. 

And Aishah said, "I wish that I was a forgotten thing." 

And AM said, "By Allah, I have seen the Companions of Muhammad. I see no-one that resembles them 
[today]. By Allah! They used to rise in the morning disheveled, dust-covered, [and] pale, with something 
between their eyes like goat's knees, as they had spent the night chanting Allah's Book, turning from their 
feet to their foreheads. If they awakened and Allah was mentioned they swayed the way trees sway on a 
windy day, then their eyes poured out tears until they soaked their clothes. By Allah! It is as if folks today 
sleep in indifference." 

THE FEAR OF THE TAABI'EEN AND THOSE AFTER THEM 

Haram bin Hiyaan said, "I wish, by Allah, that I was a tree that a camel would eat and discharge as 
droppings, and that I would not endure the reckoning of the Day of Resurrection; verily, I fear the Great 
Calamity." 

And AM bin al Hussain would turn yellow when he made wuduu' and [his appearance would] change. So it 
would be said to him, "What is it?" He would say, "Do you know before Whom I will stand?" 

And Muhammad bin Waasi' would cry for most of the night and would not let up. 

And Umar bin Abdul-Azeez, if death was mentioned, would quiver the way the birds quiver, and cry until his 
tears wet his beard. 

And one night he cried, and those in his house wept [with him]. Faatimah [his wife] said, "What is with you 
o Ameerul-Mu'mineen? From what are you weeping?" He said, "I remembered the departure of the people 
before Allah ta'aala, a party in Paradise, and a party in the Blazing Fire." Then he shrieked and [had to be] 
covered up. 

And when al-Mansoor sought Jerusalem, he stopped at a monastery Umar bin Abdul-Azeez would stay at. 

So he said, "Inform me about the strangest thing you saw from Umar." [It was replied], "He spent one night 
on the roof of this room of mine and it is made of marble. So I found water dripping from the roof [gutter]. I 
went up and [found him] prostrating, and the tears from his eyes were flowing down the gutter." 

And we narrated about Umar bin Abdul-Azeez and Fat'h al-Mousalee that they would cry [tears of] blood. 

And Ibrahim bin Isa al-Yashkaree said, "I entered upon a man in Bahrein who had withdrawn from the 
people and gave all his time to himself. He remembered something from the affairs of the aakhirah and he 
remembered death. He began to sob until his soul left him." 



And Masma' said, "I witnessed Abdul-Waahid bin Zayd when he was exhorting the people, and four people 
died that day in the gathering." 

And Yazeed bin Murshid would cry often and say, "By Allah, if my Lord promised to imprison me in the 
bathroom, it would be a right upon me to never cease weeping. So how is it when He has promised to 
imprison me in the Fire if I disobey Him?" 



And Saari as-Saqatee said, "Verily, I look every day at my nose, fearing that my face has become blackened." 
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This is the fear of the angels and prophet and ulemaa and awliyaa. And we are more deserving of having 
fear than they. But fear [does not come] with the plentitude of sins, rather with the clarity of the heart and 
the perfection of knowledge. And we feel safe due to the dominance of our ignorance and the strength of 
our hard-heartedness. The purified heart is burned by the slightest knowledge, and the hardened heart will 
miss all exhortations. 

And some of the salaf said, "I said to a monk, 'Advise me.' He said, 'If you are able to reach the rank of a man 
who [finds himself] surrounded by beasts and vermin and he is fearful and cautious and fears that they will 
eat him if he is inattentive or bite him if he is unmindful- so he is terrified- then do so." 

And what this monk said about the thinking of a man surrounded by beasts and vermin- this is the reality of 
the true mu'min- the one who looks into his interior with the light of his insight will find it full of beasts and 
vermin like anger and hate and envy and pride and conceit and showing off and what is besides that. And all 
of that bites him and eats him if he is inattentive to them, unless he is screened from seeing them. So if the 
cover is removed and he is placed in the grave, he will see [these qualities] with his own eyes in the form of 
snakes and scorpions. They are his characteristics present [in him] now, so whoever desires to vanquish 
them before death and kill them, let him do it, or else will have to adjust himself wholeheartedly to their 
sting. 
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The Boy & the Cookie 



"...I knew him myself. I knew him, and I don't say he was from the Children of Isra'il. No! He was from the sons 
of this land. I knew him personally. 

He would weep intensely. He would weep intensely, and he would never have the Qur'an recited in his 
presence except that he would cry, and become humble and soft. He was an amazing, strange person. 

He memorized the Qur'an when he was only twelve! However, he was older due to the Words of Allah and his 
knowledge of Allah, and I don't place him higher in status than Allah would. 

I tell you about him while I have placed a condition on myself that I don't tell you other than what I saw with 
my own eyes. The second condition I placed on myself is that I don't exaggerate in anything I say about him. 

He memorized 'Sahih Muslim' with me in two weeks. He memorized 'Sahih al-Bukhari' with my third friend - 
we were three - in two weeks. Do you realize? I didn't know that he had memorized al-Bukhari, and my friend 
didn't know that he had memorized Muslim. He loved sincerity. He always loved as-Sirri as-Saqti. Do you know 
why as-Sirri as-Saqti in particular? Because as-Sirri as-Saqti used to pay a lot of attention to sincerity. 

He was very good in school, and in fact excelled in it. He would only sleep between the time he got home from 
school until Dhuhr time. After 'Asr, he would attend halaqahs. After Maghrib, he would attend the lessons of 
the scholars. After 'Isha' until eleven, he would study for school. From eleven - every single day - he would 
pray all night until Fajr. 

I am not exaggerating! He is from our own sons, from our country! 

Whenever he would read the Qur'an, he would cry. I would read that when some of the Salaf would read the 
Qur'an, they would pass out. I know the dispute among the scholars on this, but I have never seen this with my 
own eyes except from this youth. We would pray the Friday prayer, and the imam would recite: {"And the 
inhabitants of Hell called out to the inhabitants of Paradise 'Give us a drop of water!’"} [al-A'raf, 50] And he 
fell down on his head, and we thought he had died. 

We prayed one night at my house. I pretended that I was asleep in order to see what he would do. He came 
over and motioned with his hand over my eyes (to see if I was awake). He woke up at eleven, and I would sleep 
and wake up, sleep and wake up - and he would be standing in a rak'ah and I wouldn't see him go down. He 
would then bow and I wouldn't see him come up. 

On a different night, he would read the Qur'an. When he got to this verse, in front of me: {"Indeed, it is Hell, 
taking away the skin of the head!"} [ al-Ma'arij ; 15-16] he cried and passed out. I woke him up, and he got up 
and made ablution and prayed. When he got to the verse: {"Indeed, it is Hell, taking away the skin of the 
head!"} he again cried and passed out. I woke him up, and when he got to it a third time, he recited it and 
passed out again and didn't wake up until the call for Fajr prayer. 

He would recite the entire Qur'an every three nights in secret while praying at night, and would do so every 
seven days openly during the day. I am not exaggerating, as he would do this in front of me. And by Allah, he 
would remember Allah in a single day more than 12,000 times! I counted them myself while sitting with him - 
12,000 times! I would ask him: "Why?" He replied: "I don't want Abu Hurayrah to have done more than me." 
He had jealousy, jealousy when it came to worship! 

He was only seventeen at the time, when he was at this level! 
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I didn't know what to say about him! Whenever he would come across a text to memorize, I would say: "I 
challenge you to memorize this." He would say: "Don't challenge me!" I would try to fire him up, and say: "I 
challenge you!" The next day, he would come and recite the text to me as if it were just his name. If he made 
just three mistakes, he would not consider himself to have memorized it. Three mistakes! 

This was a person who would repent! If only you knew his sin! I will tell you later what his sin was. 

If we lost hope in a youth - we would give da'wah to someone and lose hope in him, we didn't know, and I am 
speaking about myself and Allah Knows best about others - he was someone whose supplication was 
answered in front of seventeen people who bear witness to this, in more than one incident. If we lost hope in a 
youth, we would tell him to go and give him da'wah. By Allah, after just two days, this person would be guided. 
He would walk with him for just two days. The first day, the second day, and he would then be praying in the 
first row! Whether he was a smoker, a drug user, etc., he would become upright right away by the Permission 
of Allah. This is blessing! Blessing! 

One day, he would pray behind a scholar in the southern region who you know of who would elongate the 
prayer. So, he would elongate it, following the Sunnah. He would lead the people in prayer, and a man came 
and hit him on the back with a stick while he was bowing, in front of me. After the prayer, he looked at him 
and asked: "Why did you hit me?" 

He replied: "You have whisperings! You make us pray too long!" 

The imam replied: "You are healthy! You are healthy!" 

The man replied: "How do you know I'm healthy?" 

This youth then raised his hands to Allah - as soon as he raised his hands, my heart stopped - and said: "0 
Allah, take away his health until he knows its value and prays properly in front of You!" It was the 'Asr prayer, 
and I swear by Allah that this man didn't pray Maghrib with us. He was at home, laying in bed. After a few 
weeks, I saw him and said: "Fear Allah! The man is at home in bed! I ask you by Allah..." He said: "My brother, I 
didn't mean to do this!" I said: "Ask Allah to cure him." By Allah, the man prayed with us the next prayer! 

In the Haram, he would wear thick glasses. I am telling you that this is a repenter from our times! I know him! 
He is my friend! I am greater than him in age, but he is greater than me. I don't place him in status higher than 
where Allah has placed him. 

They were in the Haram, and he was wearing glasses, and they bothered him. He said: "I can't go to Palestine 
one day with glasses." So, he went to the well of Zam Zam in front of the people - they were seventeen people 
- and he took off his glasses, took the Zam Zam water, said: "0 Allah, make it a cure for my vision," and drank 
it. He then said: "Allah is the Greatest!" and threw the glasses away in front of everyone! They wanted to test 
him, and they pointed to a clock that nobody could see, they asked him: "Can you tell us what time it is?" He 
said: "The time is such and such." Exact! He would read the Qur'an. ..his vision was returned 100%! 

Indeed, it is supplication! "...and if he asks Me, I will Give him." 

The incidents are many, but the time doesn't permit me to tell them all. 

You know, one day I asked him about his sin. When did I ask him? One day, he recited the verse: {"On the day 
when some faces will be brightened and some faces will be darkened..."} [At 'Imran; 106] By Allah, he cried to 
the point that my heart was as if it was being torn. I said to him: "The Messenger of Allah said: "The worst of 
people is he who is asked by Allah and is not responded to," and I ask you by Allah: what makes you cry like 
this?" I want to cry like him, people! I want to feel the happiness he felt! 

He said: "I committed a sin in my life." 
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I asked him: "What is this sin?" 

Do you know what his sin was? You will laugh at yourself. I will explain it to you. He said: "When I was in 
second grade [before reaching puberty], I went into a store and took a cookie and ate it, and the Fire is more 
deserving of a body that is nurtured on what is forbidden (i.e. because the cookie didn't belong to him)." 

He died. He died, may Allah have Mercy on him, when he was only twenty. He died because of a stray bullet 
that someone fired accidentally while playing with a weapon. A bullet was accidentally fired and entered the 
body of this youth, killing him. He died as a righteous person, and I assume him to be such. 

He died, and that was it. It was all over. 

However, his life didn't die. And by Allah, were it not the fact that he asked me by Allah to not reveal his name, 
I would have revealed it..." 

[May Allah reward my good friend Muhammad who showed me this clip, and make me, him, and all who read this story 
like this incredible youth.] 



Watch Video online: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HQZONHP-YII 
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Love to be Unknown - statements of Ikhlaas (sincerety) and Zuhd 
(non-attachment to the world) of the Salaf 



In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

Some amazing statements from Shaykh Sayyid al-'Affani's book on Ikhlas: 

'Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak: "Develop a love for obscurity, being hidden from the 
people, and disliking fame. Do not show that you love obscurity such that you end up 
raising yourself (above others). The fact that you ascribe Zuhd (asceticism) to yourself 
has taken you out of the realms of Zuhd because you will have drawn in the praise and 
admiration of people." 1 
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"My brother, if you desire the path of sincerity, flee from the clatter and clinks of fame, 
and flee from the clamour that comes with being a celebrity. Be like the roots of a tree; 
it keeps the tree upright and gives it life, but it itself is hidden underneath the earth and 
eyes cannot see it. Or be like the foundations of a building; were it not for the 
foundation, no wall could be erected and no house could be established, but yet no-one 
sees the foundation." 2 

Ibrahim al-Nakha'i: "They (the pious predecessors) used to dislike showing the 
righteous deeds that performed in secret." 3 

Al-Fudhayl ibn 'Iyyadh: "The best of knowledge and righteous acts are those hidden to 
the people." 4 

Sufyan al-Thawri: "Every deed that I have manifested to the people, I do not count it 
as being anything..." 5 

Wuhayb ibn al-Wird wrote to a brother of his the following: "By the external 
appearance of your knowledge, you have attained (high) ranks and reverence with the 
people! So seek with Allah higher ranks and closeness by virtue of your hidden good 
deeds. And know that these two ranks, one cancels out the other." 6 

Khalid ibn Durayk said about Ibn Muhayriz: "... He had two characteristics which I 
haven't seen in anyone I've met in this Ummah; He was the furthest from remaining 
silent over Truth after it became clear to him, regardless of who was angered or pleased, 
and he was the most ardent in hiding his best deeds from himself." 7 

Imam al-Shafi'i: "The scholar/knowledgeable one should have good deeds stored in 
secret between him and Allah the Most High. Indeed, all that he manifests of knowledge 
or deeds to the people, will be of little benefit in the Hereafter." 8 
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And regarding the verses: 

Cf- ^»Liaill UJ^-^ f$- 5j tLoj fitiS jj jj“jJ 

^ £lij (_juij Li jj« Sja jjci e-l ja. UaJ IjjlS 

Their sides forsake their beds, to invoke their Lord in fear and hope, and they 
spend out of what We have bestowed on them. 

And no person knows what is kept hidden for them of joy as a reward for what 
they used to do." [al-Sajdah: 16-17] 



Al-Hasan al-Basri said, "These people hid their deeds so Allah the Most High hid for 
them that which no eye has seen and no ear has heard." 

May Allah help us in attaining and retaining good intentions and deeds of great sincerity, 
ameen. 



1] Al-Atqiya' al-Akhfiya' by Dr. Sa'id 'Abd al-'Adhim 

2] Al-Niyyah wal-Ikhlas by Dr. al-Qaradawi 

3] Tahdhib al-Hilyah 

4] Tanbih al-Mughtarin 

5] See above source 

6] Tahdhib al-Hilyah 

7] See above source 

8] Tanbih al-Mughtarin 

http://kalamullah.com/unknown.html 
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The Fear of Fame: A Lost Characteristic Dr. Sayyid al-’Affani 
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The Fear of Fame: A Lost Characteristic 






In the Name of Allah, the Most Beneficent, the Most Merciful 

The scholars and the righteous of this Ummah always feared fame and becoming well- 
known amongst the people. They would dislike for their name to be mentioned much and 
you can see one of them fleeing from the people as if they were a fitnah (trial), whilst at 
other times you can see one get up and leave the circle of knowledge which he was 
conducting because the numbers became too many. 

Below here are some amazing statements from our predecessors that allude to just how 
much they held onto sincerity and how much they fled from fame and from being spoken 
about. 



Ibn Mas'ood (radhiallahu anhu): '(O people!) Be the springs of knowledge and the 
lamps of guidance! Stick to your homes and be like a light in the night, revivers of 
hearts, wearing worn-out clothes, you will then be known by the people of the heavens 
and be hidden among the people of the earth . ' 

A man said to Bishr: 'Advice me.' So he said, 'Let your mention be unknown...' And 
Hushib would be found crying saying, 'My name has reached the Masjidi' 

Both Ibrahim al-Nakha'i and al-Hasan used to say, 'It is enough of an evil that a man 
should be pointed at in matters of Deen or Dunya (i.e. out of fame), except him whom 
Allah has protected. Righteousness lies here' and he'd point to his chest three times. 

Ibrahim ibn Adham: 'A slave who loves fame has not been truthful to Allah.' 

'Aasim: 'If more than four people came and sat around Abul-'Aaliyah, he would get up 
and leave. ' 

Dawud al-Ta'i used to say: 'Flee from people just like you would flee from a lion.' 

Imam Ahmad: 'Glad tidings be to the one whose mention has been hidden by Allah!' 
And he would say, 7 wish for something that will never be... I wish to be in a place 
devoid of other people. ' 

Dhul-Nun: 'Being pleased with being around people is from the signs of bankruptcy' 

Fudhayl ibn 'Iyyadh: 'If you can get by without being known, then do so. What does it 
bother you that people will not praise you, and what does it bother you that you may be 
blameworthy in the sight of people if in the Sight of Allah you are praiseworthy?' 

Muhammad ibn al-'Alaa ibn Musayyib from Basra wrote to Muhammad Yusuf al- 
Asbahani saying, 'O my brother, whoever loves Allah loves that he remain unknown (to 
the people). ' 



Bishr ibn al-Harith: 7 do not know a single man who loves fame except that he loses 
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his religion and becomes disgraced. No-one who has fear of Allah, loves to be known 
amongst the people. ' 



He (rahimahullah) also said: 'A man who loves that everyone should know him, will 
never find the sweetness of the Hereafter . ' 

Yazid ibn Abi Habib: 'Indeed from the fitnah of a scholar is that speech should become 
more pleasing to him than silence and listening . ' 

Abu Huraira (radhiallahu ' anhu) used to say: Were it not for an ayah in the Book of 
Allah, I would not have narrated to you people (ayah below): 

lUjJl oUllSl i y» Axj \Ja abfj ^UJ ^ 






'Verily, those who conceal the clear proofs, evidences and the guidance, which We have 
sent down, after We have made it clear for the people in the Book, they are the ones 
cursed by Allah and cursed by the cursers. ' [al-Baqarah : 159] 

Al-Sha'bi: We tried incredibly hard to get Ibrahim al-Taymi to sit down in the masjid 
and narrate to the people but he refused. ' 

Ibn Abi Layla: 7 met a hundred and twenty Companions of the Prophet (sallallaahu 
'alayhi wa sallam), and none of them would narrate except that he loved his brother to 
suffice him of that. And none of them gave fatawa except that he wished his brother 
would suffice him of that . ' 

'Abdullah ibn Abbas: 'Indeed Allah has slaves who have been silenced by the fear of 
Allah although they are eloquent in speech. ' 

Sufyan al-Thawri: 'If you can become a scholar without being known, then do so. For 
indeed the people, if they knew what was in you, they would eat your flesh. ' 

He (rahimahullah) wouldn't allow more than three people to sit in his gathering. One 
day, more than three came and he saw his gathering had increased so he stood up in 
fear and said, 'By Allah, we have been taken and we do not even feel it! By Allah, if the 
leader of the faithful, 'Umar (radhiallahu 'anhu) were to see someone like me sitting in 
this gathering he would make me stand up and say 'The like of you is not worthy of this!' 

It is reported that when he sat to narrate hadeeth, he would sit in fear and terror. If a 
cloud passed over him, he would become silent until it passed then he'd say, 7 feared 
that it contained stones with which we would be struck with. ' 

When Bishr al-Hafi abandoned narrating hadeeth in a gathering, the people said to 
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him: 'What are you going to say to your Lord when He asks you 'Why did you abandon 
narrating to the people the statements of My Prophet Muhammad (sallallaahu 'aiayhi wa 
sallam)?!' He (rahimahullah) said, 'I will say, O my Lord. You have commanded me to do 
it with sincerity but I did not find that in me . ' 

It was said to Sufyan Ibn ’Uyaynah once, 'Won't you sit and narrate to us?' He 
(rahimahullah) said: 'By Allah, I don't see you worthy of being narrated to nor do I see 
myself worthy of being listened to. ' 

Ibrahim Ibn Adham; - 

Ibrahim ibn Adham: 7 never found delight in living except in al-Sham (greater Syria). I 
would flee with my religion from heights to heights and from mountain to mountain. 
Whoever saw me said 'He's delusional' and whoever saw me said 'He's a porter.' 

He (rahimahullah) would also say: 'The scholars! When they taught they would act 
(righteous deeds) and when they acted, they would become busy in that, and when they 
became busy they would be missed by the people and when they were missed, they 
would be sought out by the people, and when they were sought, they would flee . ' 

One day he passed by the gathering of al-Awza'i (rahimahullah) and saw that a large 
number of people had gathered. So he said, 'If all this crowding was around Abu Huraira, 
he would have departed from it. 'This reached al-Awza'i who got up and abandoned the 
gathering from that day on. 

Ibrahim ibn Adham was an amazing personality masha'Allah; he tried hard to keep away 
from the people in fear of them mentioning him too much. But his fame shot up and his 
name became so widespread to the point that it was said one time 'He is in the garden' 
(where he worked tending to crops), so the people entered it, encircling it, saying 
'Where is Ibrahim ibn Adham?' So he began to encircle along with them saying, 'Where 
is Ibrahim ibn Adham?!' [Point being here that his name, character and reputation was 
known but he himself was hardly seen so they didn't recognise him!] 

He (rahimahullah) said: 'My eye never found solace and delight in a day of this world 
except once. I spent the night in a mosque in one of the villages in al-Sham whilst I had 
a stomach sickness. The mu'adhin then grabbed me by my leg and dragged me out of 
the mosque!' - He found solace in this because the man did not recognise him and he 
did not leave the mosque as he was ill and illness had made him remain in the mosque. 



Quotes taken from the book: Ta'tir al-Anfas min Hadith al-Ikhlas by Dr. Sayyid al-'Affani (original sources include 
Tahdhib al-Hilyah, Siyar A'lam al-Nubalaa, Tanbih al-Mughtarin and Sifat al-Safwah to name but a few) 

Courtesy of Fair 
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Ikhlaas (Sincerety): So when a tear would come to him, he would wipe 
his nose saying; "'What a severe cold!" 

Examples of the Salaf with Ikhlas 

The Salaf (pious predecessors) of this Ummah did not simply consider Ikhlas as mere ayat 
which are recited, or ahadith which are transmitted, but they gave it much more 
significance, and their example is a light which is to be followed. This is because they 
truly realised its importance. 

Al-Fudayl said, “Allah wishes from you only your intentions and desires (iradah).”[1] 

They encountered great difficulty required in order to attain Ikhlas and clarified this to 
the people. Sahl bin ' Abdillah al-Tustari was once asked, “What is that which is most 
difficult for the soul [to attain]?” He answered, “Ikhlas, because [the self] does not get 
anything out of it.” [2] 

Yusuf bin Asbat said, “Purifying one’s intention from corruption is more difficult for 
persons than lengthy exertion (ijtihad).”[3] 

Here are some examples of the Salaf and how they dealt with Ikhlas, in order that you may 
take lesson and follow their paths: 

1) Not attributing Ikhlas to oneself. 

The Salaf realised that attaining Ikhlas is from the most difficult things which a person 
faces, and requires true striving, and therefore would negate this characteristic from 
themselves. 

Hisham ad-Distawa’i said, “By Allah, I am unable to say that that I ever went a day in 
search of hadith, by which I sought the Face of Allah.” [4] 

Do you know who is Hisham ad-Distawa’i, the one accusing himself of being insincere in his 
seeking of knowledge?! Shu 'bah bin ‘l-Hajjaj said about him, “I do not say that anyone 
sought hadith, seeking by it the Face of Allah, except Hisham ad-Distawa’i.” Shaz bin 
Fayadh said about him, “Hisham cried, until his eyes became impaired.” Hisham would 
say, “If the lamp went out, I would remember the darkness of the grave.” And he said, “It 
amazes me how an 'Alim (scholar) can laugh.” [5] 

Sufyan ath-Thawri would say, “Nothing is more difficult for me to treat than my 
intention (niyyah) for indeed it turns on me.” [6] 

Yusuf bin ‘l-Husayn said, “How many times have I tried to remove riya’ from my heart 
except that it sprouted in a different colour (i.e. in a different form).” [7] 

These people become Imams, and despite this they were the strictest of people when it 
came to accusing themselves! 

2) Hiding deeds. 
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al-Hasan ‘l-Basri said, speaking about the striving of the Salaf in hiding their deeds, “A 
man would have gathered the Qur’an (i.e. memorised it) whilst his neighbour would be 
unaware. Another man would have learnt a lot of Fiqh whilst the people would be 
unaware. A man would be praying lengthy prayer in his house, whilst he has guests, 
and they would not even realise. Indeed, I came across a people, there was not a 
single deed on the face of this earth which could be done in secret, that they ever 
done it in public!” 

These Muslims would strive to supplicate to Allah, and nothing could be heard from them 
except a low whisper between them and their Lord. That is because Allah says, 

IjC-Jll 'JLjj Ic. Jjjaj 4 jo-N. J Q 4j| ''j 

“Call upon your Lord in humility and privately; indeed, He does not like 
transgressors.” [8] 

3) Hiding deeds from family and wives. 

Abu ‘l-'Aliyah said, “I learned writing and the Qur’an without my family noticing, and 
not a drop of ink was ever seen on my garment.” [9] 

Dawud bin Abu Hind fasted 40 years whilst his family was unaware. He would take his 
lunch with him and give it away in charity, and would then return home for dinner and 
break his fast with them. [10] 

4) Fear of beautifying deeds and doing things for other than Allah. 

All bin al-Bakkar al-Basri said, “That I meet the Shaytan is more beloved to me than 
meeting so-and-so; I fear that I may do something for him (i.e. to impress him etc), and 
fall in the Sight of Allah. ”[11] 

5) Not making ones knowledge apparent. 

Ibn Faris mentioned regarding Abu ‘l-Hasan al-Qattan that he said, “I was afflicted with 
illness in Basrah, and I think I am being punished due to speaking a lot during the 
journey.” He thought that this illness was a punishment resulting from him making his 
knowledge apparent when he was travelling! 

6) Hiding ones tears. 

Hammad bin Zayd said, “Ayyub was such that a hadith would be narrated to him, which 
would soften his heart and cause his eyes to shed tears. So when a tear would come to 
him, he would wipe his nose saying, ‘What a severe cold!’ He would show that he had a 
cold in order to hide his crying. [12] 



Al-Hasan ‘l-Basri said, “A man would be sitting in a gathering, and tears would come to his 
eyes. He would try to hold them in, but if he felt that he would be unable to, he would 
stand and leave. ”[13] 

Muhamamd bin Wasi' said, “A man would cry for 20 years, while his wife would not 
know. ”[14] 
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And he also said, “I came across men; one of them, his head would be on the same pillow 
as his wife’s head; and what is under his cheek would become soaked with his tears, 
whilst his wife would be unaware. And I came across men; one of them would stand in 
the first row (in prayer), his tears would be flowing down his cheeks, and the person 
standing next to him would be unaware. ”[15] 

7) Imam ‘1-MawirdT and his writing of books. 

This Imam has a very strange story regarding Ikhlas and his writing of books. He wrote 
many works in Fiqh, TafsTr etc, but did not make anything from it public during his 
lifetime. He hid his works in a place which no one knew. When death approached him, he 
said to a person who he trusted, “All the books in such-and-such place are mine, and I did 
not make anything public because I did not find a sincere intention. When death 
approaches me, place your hand in my hand, and if I grasp it then know it has not been 
accepted from me, so act upon that and throw all my books in river during the night. 
However, if I do not squeeze it, then know that it has been accepted, and I have attained 
what I was hoping for with Allah.” So that person said, when death approached him and I 
placed my hand in his, he did not grasp it, then I knew that this was a sign of acceptance, 
and his books were made available to the people after that. [16] 



8- Ali bin ‘l-Husayn and his charity during the night. 

'Al bin ‘l-Husayn used to carry bread on his back in the darkness of the night and follow 
the poor people (to give it to them). He used to say, “Charity in the darkness of the 
night extinguishes the Lords anger.” 

The poor people in Madinah used to live and would not know where they were getting 
their food from. When 'Ali ibn Husayn passed away, they started missing what they used 
to be given at night. When he died, they found marks on his back from the sacks of 
provisions he used to carry at night to the houses of the widows and they found out that 
he used to provide for a hundred (poor) families. [17] 

This was the state of these people, they would hide their deeds, but Allah made them 
apparent so that they become Imams who are followed. Allah says, 

(jjjjlLa]] UsUa] 

“...and make us an example for the righteous.” [18] 

“And We made them leaders guiding by Our command. ”[19] 



[1] Jami' ‘l-'Ulum wa ‘l-Hikam (13). 

[2] Madarij ‘l-Salikin (2/92) and Jami' ‘l-'Ulum wa ‘l-Hikam (17). 

[3] Jami' ‘l-'Ulum wa ‘l-Hikam (13). 

[4] Tarikh ‘l-lslam (3/175), Siyar A'lam an-Nubala’ (7/152). 

[5] Tarikh ‘l-lslam (3/176). 

[6] Al-lkhlas wa ‘l-Niyyah (65). 

[7] Madarij ‘1-SalikTn (2/92). 

[8] Qur’an - al-A'raf (7):55. 
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Refer to az-Zuhd by Ibn ‘l-Mubarak (35-36). 

[9] Siyar ‘l-A'lam an-Nubala’ (6/17). 

[10] Hilyat ‘l-Awliya’ (3/94). 

[11] Hilyat ‘l-Awliya’ (8/270). 

[12] Musnad Ibn ‘l-Ja'd (1246), Siyar ‘l-A'lam an-Nubala’ (6/20). 

[13] Al-Zuhd by Imam Ahmad (262). 

[14] Hilyat ‘l-Awliya’ (2/347). 

[15] Ibid. 

[16] Tarikh ‘l-lslam (7/169), Siyar ‘l-A'lam an-Nubala’ (18/66). 

[17] Siyar ‘l-A'lam an-Nubala’ by adh-Dhahabi. 

[18] Qur’an - al-Furqan (25):74. 

[19] Qur’an - al-Anbiya’ (21 ):73. 



Source 



http://blog.alsiraat.co.uk/articles/examples-of-the-salaf-with-ikhlas 



"..a man in the gathering sighed deeply..." 

1) Muhammad ibn Yazeed narrated to us. ..that Ibraheem said: 

“[The Salaf] used to hate that a man would show the best of what he has when 
they gather" 

2) 'Aasim ibn 'Aamir ibn 'Alee narrated to us. ..that Maymoon ibn Mahraan said: 

"Umar ibn 'Abdul 'Azeez was speaking to a gathering of his brothers one day, he was 
giving a beautiful sermon when he saw a man in the circle wiping a tear drop from his 
eyes so he stopped. I said to him, '0 leader of the believers, continue.' 
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He said; "leave me, for indeed there is a Fitnah in speech, and actions are more rightful 
for a believer than speech." 

3) My father narrated to me that. ..I heard Muhammad ibn Waasi' saying: 

"A man would cry for twenty years while his wife is with him, and yet she would not 
know of it." 

4) Ahmad narrated to us. ..Muhammad ibn 'Abdullaah az Zarraad said: 

"Hisaan ibn Abee Sinaan would buy a whole household (of slaves), a man and his family 
and then free them all, he wouldn't even get to know them or tell them who he was." 

5) Both Khaalid and 'Ubayd Allaah said. ..that al Hassan said: 

"If a man were free for an hour, he would seclude himself and pray, he would tell his 
family: 'If someone asks for me just tell them I'm busy.' 

6) Muhammad ibn 'Alee ibn al Hasan narrated to us... that al Hassan was teaching or 
giving a sermon one day, a man in the gathering sighed deeply, al Hassan said to him: 

"If you did it for Allaah you have made yourself known, and if you did it for other than 
Allaah you have destroyed yourself." 

7) Ya'qoob ibn Isma'eel said. ..that as Saleel used to teach or read, tears would well up in 
his eyes but he would turn it to laughter. 

8) Khaalid ibn Khadaash narrated to us... that Ayyoub cried one time, so we looked at 
him and he said: 

“It’s just a cold that I get from time to time." 

He cried another time until it became clear he was crying, he said: 

"If a man reaches an old age, he becomes sick." 

9) Khaalid ibn Khadaash narrated to us. ..that 'Ubayd Allaah ibn 'Abdullaah said: 

"Goodness was not known from 'Umar or ibn 'Umar until they spoke or acted. A man would 
worship Allaah for twenty years, his own neighbor would not know of it.” Hamaad [in the 
chain of narration] said: "One of you would pray one night or part of a night, and his 
neighbor would know in the morning." 



Secret Tears 
Muhammad b. Wasi' said: 
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I have lived amongst men who were such that one of them would lie with his wife 
on the same pillow and his side of the pillow would be soaked with his tears 
under his cheek without his wife even noticing. 

Ibn Abi Al-Dunya, Al-Ikhlas wa Al-Niyah (Sincerity and Intentions) p34. 

Muhammad b. Wasi' Al-Azadi Al-Basri was one of the famous and pious Tabi'in. He 
reports from Anas b. Malik - Allah be pleased with him - and others. He died in 123H, 
Allah have mercy on him. 



The Call of Bilal and the Tears of Al-Sham 

It is reported that Bilal - Allah be pleased with him - never used to call the adhan for 
anyone after the death of Allah's Messenger - Allah's peace and blessing be upon him. 

He wanted to go for al-jihad but Abu Bakr didn't want him to go. So Bilal said, "If you 
freed me [when I was a slave] for Allah's pleasure, then let me go.” So he went to Al- 
Sham. When 'Umar arrived in Al-Jabiyah [during his Caliphate], the Muslims requested 
him to ask Bilal to do the adhan for them, so 'Umar asked him. He called the adhan one 
day, and never were as many people heard crying as on that day, as they remembered 
the Prophet - Allah's peace and blessing be upon him. 

It is said that the adhan of the people of Al-Sham was taken from this adhan. 

Al-Dhahabi, Siyar A'lam Al-Nubala', in his biography of Bilal b. Abi Rabah. 



http://www.subulassalaam.com/articles/article.cfmParticle id=60 
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'And was this showing off, 0 Sufyan? 1 



http://www.ahlalhdeeth.com/vbe/showthread.php?t=1367 

One year, while Sufyan Ath-Thawri was performing pilgrimage in the company of Shaiban Ar-Ra'i, a 
lion appeared before their traveling party on the road they were traveling upon. 

Sufyan said to Shaiban: 

"Look how this lion is blocking the way and terrifying 
the people." 

"Do not fear," Shaiban said. 

When the lion heard Shaiban's words, it moved its tail, as a dog might do when it is showing how 
obedient it is to its master. After he approached the lion, Shaiban rubbed its tail gently; it made 
another meek, subservient gesture with its body and tail, after which it hurried into the distance, 
leaving the traveling party alone. 

"What is this showing off,0 Shaiban?" Sufyan asked. 

"And was this showing off, O Sufyan?" Shaiban answered. 

"Had I wanted to show off and gain fame, I would have 
placed my provisions on its back for the journey, until 
we reached Makkah!" [1] 



[1] Sifatus-Safwah 4/307 and Bahrud-Dumu', page 131 
[From the book 'Glimpses of the lives of Righteous People'] 



34 



Washed Away 50 000 Ahadith! 



The father of Abee Aasim said: I heard my son narrate from Abu Abdullah al-Kasa'i; I heard ibn Abee 
Aasim say: 

When the affair of al-Alawee occurred in Basrah all of my books were lost, so I re-wrote fifty 
thousand ahadith from memory. I used to go to the greengrocers' shop and write using the light of 
his lamp. Then I realised that I had not asked the permission of the owner of the lamp to sit in its 
light so I went to the sea and washed away all I had written and wrote it again. 

[Siyar a'laam an-Nubalaa' 13/430-439] 



"Woe to you, son of Adam! Can you fight Allah?" 

We laugh and yet who knows? 

It is reported that Hassan Al Basri said: 

We laugh and yet - who knows? - perhaps Allah has looked at some of our works and 
said: “I will not accept anything from you.” Woe to you, son of Adam! Can you fight 
Allah? Whoever disobeys Allah is fighting Him. By Allah! I have met seventy veterans of 
Badr. Most of their garments were wool. Had you seen them you would have said they are 
crazy, and had they seen the best among you they would have said: “Those people will 
have no part in the Hereafter.” Had they seen the worst among you they would have said: 
“Those people do not believe in the Day of Reckoning.” I have seen people for whom this 
world was cheaper than the dust under their feet. I have seen people the like of whom 
would come home at night, not finding more than his own portion of food, and yet say: “I 
shall not put all of this into my belly. I shall certainly give some away for Allah’s sake.” 
Then he would give away some of his food in charity, even if he were more in need of it 
than its recipient. 

[Narrated from 'Alqama ibn Marthad by Abu Nu'aym in Hilya al-Awliya’] 

Taken from lslamicQuotes.org 
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Small Good Actions - Great Rewards 



His Best Camel, given in charity... 

I would like to share this short Story with you which was narrated to us by Dr. Saleh as-Saleh (May Allah Have 
Mercy upon him) in his room Understanding- islaml. You can listen to the audio The Camel Given In Charity 

The Sheikh began: 

"Do you want hear this real story which took place here about a hundred years ago. (In Saudi) Tayib. This is 
real! This is real!" 

He continued: 

"Bismilaahi Rahmaani Raheem. This story took place here about hundred years ago and it was also 
broadcasted on the radio stations. It is about a man call Ibn Jad'aan. He (Ibn Jad'aan) said how during Spring 
times he used to go out. He would see good and healthy fat camels and their udders filled to the extent of 
almost exploding. Whenever the little offspring (i.e. the calf) came close to the mother camel, her milk would 
pour forth because of the great abundance of blessings and abundance of goodness. 

So I (Ibn Jad'aan) looked at one of my she camels with her calf and I remembered my poor neighbour who had 
seven young daughters. So I said to myself, by Allah I will give this camel and her calf as Sadaqah (charity) to 
my neighbour - and he recited the Ayah where Allah said in (Surah Al-imraan: 92): 

"By no means Shall you Attain piety righteousness unless you spend in Allah's cause of which that you love" 

And the most beloved from amongst my cattle, to me, is this she-camel. So I took her along with her calf and 
knocked on the door of my neighbour. I told him to accept it as a gift from me. I saw his face glooming with 
happiness and he was unable to utter anything in response. 

So he benefited from its milk and used to load wood on its back, awaiting for its offspring to grow up in order 
to sell them. Subsequently, he gained great good from this camel. 

After the spring had passed, the dry summer came with its drought, and so the Bedouins began looking for 
water and grass. We gathered our belongings and left our places looking for water and the duhool (plural of 
duhul) or 'holes' in the earth, situated underground leading to water traps underneath the ground. Their 
openings are on top of the ground, as the Bedouins know of very well. 

I (i.e. Ibn Jad'aan) entered into one of these holes so as to bring some water to drink... 

Dr Saleh continued: "and his (Ibn Jad'aan's) three sons were waiting for him outside the hole. However he did 
not return. His three sons waited for him for one, two and three days and finally became hopeless. 

They said maybe he was stung by a snake and died or he was lost under the earth and destroyed. They (and we 
seek refuge in Allah from this) waited for his destruction. Why? Due to greed in order to distribute his 
inheritance. 

So they returned home and divided what he had left, amongst themselves. Then they remembered that their 
father (Ibn Jad'aan) gave a she-camel to their poor neighbour. They went to their neighbour and told him that 
it is better that he give them back the she-camel and take another camel in replace of it, otherwise they will 
take it by force and he will be left with nothing. 
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The neighbour complained that he would report them to their father. So they informed him that he had died. 
He inquired as to how and where Ibn Jad'aan had died, and why they hadn't told him. They then explained 
how he entered into one of these holes underground in the desert and did not come out. 

The neighbour said: " By Allah take me to this place and take your she-camel and do whatever you do with it 
and I don't want your camel in return!" 

They took him and when he saw the place, he went and brought a rope, lit a candle, tied it outside the duhul 
(the hole) and then stepped into it crawling on his back until he reached the places whereby he could crawl 
and roll. Eventually the smell of moisture became closer and then all of sudden he heard the sound of a man 
by the water groaning and moaning. 

He went closer and closer towards this sound in the darkness putting his hand out all over until his hand fell 
onto the man (Ibn Jad'aan). He checked his breath and he was still breathing after one week! He pulled him 
out covering his eyes so as to protect him from the sunlight. He took with him some dates, moistened them in 
water and gave it to him to drink. 

He then carried him on his back and took him to his house and life gradually return to this man whilst his sons 
didn't know. He then asked him: "Tell me, by Allah, one week while you were underground and you didn't 
die?!" 

"I will tell you something strange..." Ibn Jidaan explained: "...when I went down there I got lost and waves took 
me from all directions and I said to myself I'd better stay close to this water that I have reached. So I started to 
drink from it, but hunger had no mercy and water does not suffice. Then after three days hunger intensified on 
me and took me from all parts. While I was lying on my back I surrendered myself to Allah and put all my 
affairs in his hands and all of the sudden I felt the warmth of milk pouring onto my mouth. So I sat in the midst 
of the darkness and I saw a pot coming closer to my mouth. I drank from it until I took from what is sufficient 
and then it would go! This occurred three times in the day but the last two days it stopped and I didn't know 
what happened." 

His neighbour then informed him: 

"If you know the reason you will be amazed! Your sons thought you had died and they came to me and took 
away the she-camel which Allah (Subhaanahu Wa Ta'Aala) was giving you from its milk!" 

The Muslim is in the shade of his Sadaqah (Charity). Allah stated in (Surah At-Talaaq: 2,3): "...and whoever 
fears Allah and keeps his duty to him, he will make a way for him to get out (from every difficult)" and 
"...and he will provide him from (sources) he never could imagine. And who ever puts his trust in Allah, then 
he will suffice him". 

By: Dr. Saleh as-Saleh May Allah have Mercy upon him. Ameen 
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Sincerity when giving a Coat to the poor -during the winter- could be such a 
good deed! 



Ibn Rajab said in 'Lata'if al-Ma'arif (p. 281): 

"Taking care of the poor in the winter and protecting them from the cold is a great deed. 

Safwan bin Salim went out on a cold night in Madinah near the mosque, and he saw a man with little clothing 
on. So, he took off his coat and covered him up with it. So, someone living in Sham saw in a dream that Safwan 
bin Salim had entered Paradise with a shirt he had made. So, he went to Madinah and said: "Show me where 
Safwan is." When he found him, he told him of the dream. 

Also, Mis'ar saw a bedouin standing in the Sun saying: 

Winter has come , and I have no money * And such a thing can only happen to a Muslim; 

The people have put on their coats * And it is as if I am in Makkah only wearing ihram... 

So, Mis'ar took off his coat and put it on the man. 

It was related to one of the righteous leaders that there was a woman with four orphaned children who were 
naked and hungry. So, he had a man go to them and bring them clothes and food. He then took off his outer 
clothing and said: "I will not wear these or be warmed by them until you return and tell me that they are 
clothed and fed." So, the man went and came back and confirmed to the leader while he was shivering in the 
cold that they had taken the clothes and had eaten. He then put his outer clothes back on, and at-Tirmidhi 
reported from Abu Sa'id al-Khudri that the Prophet said: "Whoever feeds a hungry believer will be fed by 
Allah on the Day of Judgement from the fruits of Paradise, and whoever quenches his thirst will have his 
thirst quenched from the Sealed Nectar, and whoever clothes him will be clothed from the green silk of 
Paradise." And Ibn Abi ad-Dunya reported with his chain that Ibn Mas'ud said: "The people will be gathered on 
the Day of Ressurection as naked, hungry, and thirsty as they ever were. So, whoever clothed someone will be 
clothed by Allah, whoever fed someone will be fed by Allah, and whoever quenched someone's thirst will have 
his thirst quenched by Allah, and whoever relieved others will be given Relief by Allah."" 



I asked a woman from Kosovo: 'How do you know Shaikh Ibn Baaz?’ 

Wafaa Muhammad al-Baaz said, 

“I asked that woman from Kosovo who called up to give condolences after Shaikh Ibn Baaz 
passed away, ‘How do you know Shaikh Ibn Baaz?’ I asked. 

So she said, ‘How can I not know him when my expenditure (financial support) used 
to come from him?’” 



MawaaqifMudee’ah, p. 183. 
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"I never made du’a to Allah for anything except that He gave it to me ... 
except for one thing." 

Imam ibnul Jawzi (rahimahullah) wrote a book about the virtues of Imam Ahmad 
(rahimahullah) in which he details a beautiful story that teaches us the importance of 
regular adhkaar. 

Imam Ahmad was the most famous man in the Muslim world both before and after the 
fitanh during his lifetime. Imam ad-Dhahabi even said that he had the largest Janazah that 
took place in that era. In just one day, 1.3 million people came to pray Janazah on him. 
SubhanAllah. Just imagine how popular and beloved he was, rahimahullahu ta’ala. He 
would cover his face when travelling to seek knowledge so people wouldn’t notice him. 
Look at the humility. 

One day, he was travelling to ash-Shaam and on the way, he stops by a Masjid to spend 
the night. The guard of the Masjid tells him, ’’You need to get out, the Masjid is closing”. 

“I have no where to go,” said Imam Ahmad. “Ukhruj.. get out,” said the guard. Now, he 
could have said, “Oh, by the way, I’m Imam Ahmad,” but he didn’t. Instead, he, 
rahimahullah, took his belongings and went to sleep on the steps of the Masjid. The guard 
came outside and told him to get off the steps and go somewhere else. Imam Ahmad 
didn’t know what to do. 

This guard then picks up Imam Ahmad by his legs and drags him to the middle of the street 
and drops him. 

So now Imam Ahmad is like., “uhh.. Okay..” 

A baker who owned a bakery across the street saw Imam Ahmad and said, “You can stay in 
my bakery tonight. I’ll be doing some work .. you can come sleep here”. So he opens the 
way for him. 

Imam Ahmad (rahimahullah) observes this man. He’s putting the dough together, putting it 
in the oven, and through every step of the process .. kneading, forming, baking, etc., the 
man is saying: 

SubhanAllah, Alhumdulillah, La ilaha il Allah, Allahu Akbar ... 

SubhanAllah, Alhumdulillah, La ilaha il Allah, Allahu Akbar ... 

SubhanAllah, Alhumdulillah, La ilaha il Allah, Allahu Akbar ... 

The entire night, he is making tasbeeh of Allah subhanahu wata’ala. 

Imam Ahmad is shocked. Think about it, how quickly people get tired of tasbeeh, yet this 
man is constantly doing dhikr at his workplace! This isn’t even Tahajjud or I’tikaaf or 
something. 

Imam Ahmad then asks him, “How long have you been in this situation?” He says, “Which 

39 



situation?” “Making tasbeeh of Allah,” he said. 



“My whole life,” said the baker. 

Imam Ahmad asks him a second question. “What have you seen from Allah as a result of all 
this tasbeeh that you make?” 

Maa da’utullaha li shay, ilia a’taani iyyaa ... “I never made du’a to Allah for anything 
except that He answered it.” 

Imam Ahmad sais, “SubhanAllah! You never made du’a to Allah for anything except that he 
gave it to you?! 

And he repeated.. “I never made du’a to Allah for anything except that He gave it to me ... 
except for one thing.” 

Imam Ahmad (rahimahullah) said, “And what is that?” 

He said, ”an aral Imam Ahmad” ®... “To have a chance to see Imam Ahmad” 

Imam Ahmad (rahimahullah) is brought to tears. He embraces this man and says: 

“SubhanAllah. Qad jaa aka bi Ahmad. Yajurruhu bi rijlihi ila makhbazikh...” ...“Here is 
Allah! He brought you Ahmad, dragging him by his feet to your bakery” ..’’if it wasn’t for 
you, I could have slept in peace at the Masjid”. 

SubhanAllah. 

TASBEEH:. 

^3 (2luiaj A . j (jLLaVlj Vj 



And remember your Lord within yourself in humility and in fear without being apparent in 
speech - in the mornings and the evenings. And do not be among the heedless. [7:205] 

-Fi Amanillah- 

Source: I heard this story in great lecture (live) by Sh. Omar Suleiman. 

Tasbeeh « Sami'na Wa Ata'na 
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"Don't be sad, Salem. Do you know who's going to take you to the masjid 
today?" 



This is a true story about a man named Rashed. He tells his story as follows... 

I was not more than thirty years old when my wife gave birth to my first child. I still remember that night. 

I had stayed out all night long with my friends, as was my habit. It was a night filled with useless talk, and 
worse, with backbiting, gossiping, and making fun of people. I was mostly the one who made people laugh; I 
would mock others and my friends would laugh and laugh. I remember on that night that I'd made them laugh 
a lot. I had an amazing ability to imitate others - 1 could change the sound of my voice until I sounded exactly 
like the person I was mocking. No one was safe from my biting mockery, even my friends; some people started 
avoiding me just to be safe from my tongue. I remember on that night, I had made fun of a blind man who I'd 
seen begging in the market. What was worse, I had put my foot out in front him - he tripped and fell, and 
started turning his head around, not knowing what to say. 

I went back to my house, late as usual, and I found my wife waiting for me. She was in a terrible state, and said 
in a quivering voice, "Rashed... where were you?" 

"Where would I be, on Mars?" I said sarcastically, "With my friends of course." 

She was visibly exhausted, and holding back tears, she said, "Rashed, I'm so tired. It seems the baby is going to 
come soon." A silent tear fell on her cheek. 

I felt that I had neglected my wife. I should have taken care of her and not stayed out so much all those 
nights... especially since she was in her ninth month. I quickly took her to the hospital; she went into the 
delivery room, and suffered through long hours of pain. 

I waited patiently for her to give birth... but her delivery was difficult, and I waited a long time until I got tired. 
So I went home and left my phone number with the hospital so they could call with the good news. An hour 
later, they called me to congratulate me on the birth of Salem. I went to the hospital immediately. As soon as 
they saw me, they asked me to go see the doctor who had overlooked my wife's delivery. 

"What doctor?" I cried out, "I just want to see my son Salem!" 

"First go see the doctor," they said. 

I went to the doctor, and she started talking to me about trials, and about being satisfied with Allah's decree. 
Then she said, "Your son has a serious deformity in his eyes, and it seems that he has no vision." I lowered my 
head while I fought back tears... I remembered that blind man begging in the market who I'd tripped and made 
others laugh at. 

Subhan Allah, you get what you give! I stayed brooding quietly for a while... I didn't know what to say. Then I 
remembered by wife and son. I thanked the doctor for her kindness, and went to go see my wife. My wife 
wasn't sad. She believed in the decree of Allah... she was content... How often had she advised me to stop 
mocking people! "Don't backbite people," she always used to repeat... We left the hospital, and Salem came 
with us. 
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In reality, I didn't pay much attention to him. I pretended that he wasn't in the house with us. When he started 
crying loudly, I'd escape to the living room to sleep there. My wife took good care of him, and loved him a lot. 
As for myself, I didn't hate him, but I couldn't love him either. 

Salem grew. He started to crawl, and had a strange way of crawling. When he was almost one year old, he 
started trying to walk, and we discovered that he was crippled. I felt like he was an even greater burden on 
me. After him, my wife gave birth to Umar and Khaled. The years passed, and Salem grew, and his brothers 
grew. I never liked to sit at home, I was always out with my friends... in reality, I was like a plaything at their 
disposal [entertaining them whenever they wanted]. 

My wife never gave up on my reform. She always made du'aa for my guidance. She never got angry with my 
reckless behavior, but she would get really sad if she saw me neglecting Salem and paying attention to the rest 
of his brothers. Salem grew, and my worries grew with him. I didn't mind when my wife asked to enroll him in 
a special school for the handicapped. 

I didn't really feel the passing of the years. My days were all the same. Work and sleep and food and staying 
out with friends. One Friday, I woke up at 11 am. This was early for me. I was invited to a gathering, so I got 
dressed and perfumed, and was about to go out. I passed by our living room, and was startled by the sight of 
Salem - he was sobbing! This was the first time I had noticed Salem crying since he was a baby. Ten years had 
passed, and I hadn't paid attention to him. I tried to ignore him now, but I couldn't take it... I heard him calling 
out to his mother while I was in the room. I turned towards him, and went closer. "Salem! Why are you 
crying?" I asked. 

When he heard my voice, he stopped crying. Then when he realized how close I was, he started feeling around 
him with his small hands. What was wrong with him? I discovered that he was trying to move away from me! It 
was as if he was saying, "Now, you've decided to notice me? Where have you been for the last ten years?" I 
followed him... he had gone into his room. At first, he refused to tell me why he'd been crying. I tried to be 
gentle with him... Salem started to tell me why he'd been crying, while I listened and trembled. 

Do you know what the reason was?! His brother Umar, the one who used to take him to the masjid, was late. 
And because it was Jumu'ah prayer, Salem was afraid he wouldn't find a place in the first row. He called out to 
Umar... and he called out to his mother... but nobody answered, so he cried. I sat there looking at the tears 
flowing from his blind eyes. I couldn't bear the rest of his words. I put my hand over his mouth and said, "Is this 
why you were crying, Salem!" 

"Yes," he said. 

I forgot about my friends, I forgot about the gathering, and I said, "Don't be sad, Salem. Do you know who's 
going to take you to the masjid today?" 

"Umar, of course," he said, "... but he's always late." 

"No," I said, "I'm going to take you." 

Salem was shocked... he couldn't believe it. He thought I was mocking him. His tears came and he started 
crying. I wiped his tears with my hand and then took hold of his hand. I wanted to take him to the masjid by 
car. He refused and said, "The masjid is near... I want to walk there." Yes, by Allah, he said this to me. 
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I couldn't remember when was the last time I had entered the masjid , but it was the first time I felt fear and 
regret for what I'd neglected in the long years that had passed. The masjid was filled with worshippers, but I 
still found a place for Salem in the first row. We listened to the Jumu'ah khutbah together, and he prayed next 
to me. But really, I was the one praying next to him. 

After the prayer, Salem asked me for a Quraan. I was surprised! How was he going to read when he was blind? 
I almost ignored his request, but I decided to humor him out of fear of hurting his feelings. I passed him a 
Quraan. He asked me to open the Quraan to Surat al-Kahf. I started flipping through the pages and looking 
through the index until I found it. He took the Quraan from me, put it in front of him, and started reading the 
Surah... with his eyes closed... Ya Allah! He had the whole Surah memorized. 

I was ashamed of myself. I picked up a Quraan... I felt my limbs tremble... I read and I read. I asked Allah to 
forgive me and to guide me. I couldn't take it... I started crying like a child. There were still some people in the 
masjid praying sunnah... I was embarrassed by their presence, so I tried to hold my tears. My crying turned 
into whimpering and long, sobbing breaths. The only thing I felt was a small hand reaching out to my face, and 
then wiping the tears away. It was Salem! I pulled him to my chest... I looked at him. I said to myself... you're 
not the blind one, but I am, for having drifted after immoral people who were pulling me to hellfire. We went 
back home. My wife was extremely worried about Salem, but her worry turned into tears [of joy] when she 
found out I had prayed Jumu'ah with Salem. 

From that day on, I never missed the congregational prayer in the masjid. I left my bad friends... and I made 
righteous friends among people I met at the masjid. I tasted the sweetness of Iman with them. I learned things 
from them that distracted me from this world. I never missed out on gatherings of remembrance [halaqas], or 
on the witr prayer. I recited the entire Qur'an, several times, in one month. I moistened my tongue with the 
remembrance of Allah, that He might forgive my backbiting and mocking of the people. I felt closer to my 
family. The looks of fear and pity that had occupied my wife's eyes disappeared. A smile now never parted 
from the face of my son Salem. Anyone who saw him would have felt that he owned the world and everything 
in it. I praised and thanked Allah a lot for His blessings. 

One day, my righteous friends decided to go to a far away location for da'wah. I hesitated about going. I 
prayed istikharah, and consulted with my wife. I thought she would refuse... but the opposite happened! She 
was extremely happy, and even encouraged me... because in the past, she had seen me traveling without 
consulting her, for the purpose of sin and evil. I went to Salem, and told him I would be traveling. With tears, 
he wrapped me up in his small arms... 

I was away from home for three and a half months. In that period, whenever I got a chance, I called my wife 
and talked to my children. I missed them so much... and oh, how I missed Salem! I wanted to hear his voice... 
he was the only one who hadn't talked to me since I'd traveled. He was either at school or at the masjid 
whenever I called them.Whenever I would tell my wife how much I missed him, she would laugh happily, 
joyfully, except for the last time I called her. I didn't hear her expected laugh. Her voice changed. I said to her, 
"Give my salam to Salem," and she said, "Insha'Allah," and was quiet. 

At last, I went back home. I knocked on the door. I hoped that it was Salem who would open up for me, but 
was surprised to find my son Khaled, who was not more than four years old. I picked him up in my arms while 
he squealed, "Baba! Baba!" I don't know why my heart tensed when I entered the house. 

I sought refuge in Allah from the accursed Shaytan... I approached my wife... her face was different. As if she 
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was pretending to be happy. I inspected her closely then said, "What's wrong with you?" "Nothing," she said. 
Suddenly, I remembered Salem. "Where's Salem?" I asked. She lowered her head. She didn't answer. Hot tears 
fell on her cheeks. 

"Salem! Where's Salem?" I cried out. 

At that moment, I only heard the sound of my son Khaled talking in his own way, saying, "Baba... Thalem went 
to pawadise... with Allah..." 

My wife couldn't take it. She broke down crying. She almost fell to the floor, and left the room. Later, I found 
out that Salem had contracted a fever two weeks before I'd returned, so my wife took him to the hospital... 
the fever got more and more severe, and didn't leave him... until his soul left his body... 

And if this earth closes in on you in spite of its vastness, and your soul closes is on you because of what it's 
carrying... call out, "Oh Allah!" If solutions run out, and paths are constricted, and ropes are cut off, and your 
hopes are no more... call out, "Oh Allah." Allah wished to guide Salem's father on the hands of Salem, before 
Salem's death. How merciful is Allah! 
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The Fasting Thief 

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr Shibli says; 

"Once I was travelling to Syria along with a group of other travellers when on the way we were plundered by a 
gang of thieves. They took all our possessions and put them in front of their gang leader. Amongst the goods 
were a bag of sugar and almonds, the thieves began to eat them but their leader did not join them. 

I asked him why the rest of his gang was eating but he was not, he replied, "I am fasting". I asked surprisingly, 
"How is it that you steal from people and fast at the same time?" He replied, "A man should do something to 
keep the doors of reconciliation open as well". 



Sometime later I saw the same gang leader in a state of "ihram" performing tawaaf [circulating around] of the 
blessed ka'ba. His face was resplendent with the light of worship and he had weakened himself through 
devotional practices. I asked surprisingly, "Are you the same man?" he answered, 

"Yes, I am, and let me tell you, that very same fast is what caused my reconciliation with Allah ". 



Abu Bakr Ash-Shibli said [Arabic]: 

l^Jjdajau lA ^ £ia£ 

JlSfi J£Ij V 4J <*MVl JSL V 4-La \ jlSXk jLui ui 

b JUS ^jLua Cn\j (jjillil JjSj j j JjJjiaJi lLl\a 3 bj 

Cil\ CnA\ Jja ui jlaj 4 jjI j Jju <jl£ Ixda ij^a ^llui 

La]) ^ £ L dl j Jlia jll dl j 

["At-Tawwabeen" - the Repenters, 1/276]. And also; (Raud-ur Riyaheen, P163, Maktaba-tul-Maymaniyyah Egypt) 



SO: The moral of the story is: Do as much good as you can! Don't think: "Well, I don't wear hijab, so there is no point in 
praying". Or: "I do other bad, so there is no point in praying". We all make mistakes, we are not angels. But do as much 
good as you can, maybe Allah will guide you through one small good you once did. 
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"I Wish To be Killed Following The Sunnah" 



Ibn AI-'Arabi Al-Maaliki said: 'I once invited Shaikh Abu Bakr Al-Fihri in Muharras Ibn Ash-Shawwa' at Ath- 
Thagr. Abu Bakr was of those eminent Shaikhs who earnestly followed the prophet's example in raising his 
hands in Salaat. He arrived at the Thagr where I teach. 

The Shaikh entered the mosque and stood in the first row. And I was standing at its end near a window looking 
over the sea to enjoy the breeze. In the same row, there were the chief of the sea crew Abu Thamnah, his 
deputy and some members of the crew waiting for the Imaam to lead them in the Salaat. 



During his [Naafilah] Salaat, the Shaikh raised his hands when doing Ruku' and when raising from it. Abu 
Thamnah addressed his companions: 'Do you see what has this eastern done?! Go and Kill him and throw his 
body in the sea and let no one see you'. Hearing this, I felt that my heart jumped into my throat and said to 
them: 'Subhaana Allaah , this is the great Faqeeh [scholar] of our time , At-Turtushi'. 



They asked: 'Why does he raise his hands then?' 



I said: 'This is the prophet's (saw) Sunnah and Imaam Maalik's Mathhab as is narrated by the scholars of 
Madinahf*)'. Then I tried to keep them calm and quiet till the Shaikh finished his Salaat. We, then, returned 
back to the residence at the Muharris. The Shaikh noticed my anger and inquired about the reason. I told him 
the whole thing. He, then, laughed and said: 'Indeed, I wish to be killed following the Sunnah'. 

I said: 'You should not do this; you are in a town where if you follow this Sunnah you will be killed'. He then 
said: 'leave aside this idle talk and lets discuss something more useful'. (1) 



FOOTNOTES : 

(*) Ibn Abdil Hakam said: 'Ibn Al-Qaasim was the only one to relate from Maalik that he used not to raise his hands in Salaat. We believe in 
the opposite'. See: "Al-Qawaanin Al-Fiqhiyyah" (p. 64). 

(1) "Ahkaamul Qur'aan" (vol. 4 / p. 1900). It was also mentioned by Al-Qurtubi in "At- Tafsir" (vol. 19 / p. 279) and Ash-Shaatibi in "Al- 
I'tisaam" (vol. 1 / p. 295). 

[Taken from "The Clarified Ruling Of Mistakes Done In Salaah" By Sh. Mashhur Hasan Aal Salmaan, p. 95] 
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The thirst of ibn al Mubarak... 

When knowledge really benefits its seeker 

Suwayd ibn Sa'id: 'I saw 'Abdullah ibn al-Mubarak in Makkah as he went to the (water of) zamzam and drank 
from it. Then he faced the Ka'bah and said, 

'0 Allah, Ibn al-Mawali narrated to us from Muhammad ibn al-Munkadir, from Jabir from the Prophet 
(sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam) that he said, 'The water of Zamzam is for whatever it's drank for [1]' and here I 
am drinking it to prevent the thirst of the Day of Judgement.' Then he drank it. 



[Sifat al-Safwah, vol. 2; pg 325] 



I think more than anything, what was impressive is that Ibn al-Mubarak the muhaddith, utilised his knowledge 
of the hadith as well as its isnad before acting upon it. He narrated the riwayah back to Allah and then asked 
Allah based on it. Subhanallah, this is when knowledge really benefits... 

[1] Sahih, Ibn Majah 3062 
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The Silence of the Salaf 

The stories of the righteous predecessors who observed silence and were renowned for that are certainly 
many, but sufficient for us is al-Rabee' ibn Kaytham - a scholar from the major Tabi'een (rahimahumullah). 
Ibrahim al-Taymi says, "A companion of his who accompanied him for 20 years informed me that they had 
never heard him (al-Rabee') err in his speech." 

He was known for his speaking little, even in the face of calamities and fitnah. Musa ibn Sa'eed narrates that 
when Husayn ibn 'AM (radhiallaahu 'anhu) was killed, a man from the companions of al-Rabee' said: "If al- 
Rabee' was ever to speak, he will surely speak today!" So he went and entered in on al-rabee' and informed 
him, whereupon al-Rabee' looked to the sky and said, 



"O Allah! Creator of the heavens and the earth! All-Knower of the Ghayb (unseen) and the seen. You will 
judge between Your slaves about that wherein they used to differ." [Quran al-Zumar 39: 46] 



'Ajeeb (amazing!). 

May Allaah protect us and give us the strength to refrain from excessive speech and speaking about that which 
does not concern us. Ameen 

http://fajr.wordpress.com/2008/01/04/speech-without-words/ 
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Ibn al-Mubarak: "I borrowed a pen in Syria and I forgot to return it to its 
owner.." 

Abu Hasan al-Basri Isa ibn Abdullah said: I heard al-Hasan ibn Arafah saying: 



[Abdullah] Ibn al-Mubarak said to me: 

I borrowed a pen in Syria and I forgot to return it to its owner. When I came back to Marw [in Iran], 
I realised that this pen is still with me. So I went back to Syria and returned it to its owner». 

(Khatib «Tareekh» 10/167). 
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"May Allah not prevent you from Hajj every year." 

By Shaykh Salih al-MaghamasT 



Watch Arabic video here: http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAbOQ3plN2l 



I know of a man from Egypt who performed Hajj 32 years ago in his youth. He, at the 
time, was riding in a nine-passenger vehicle. In the front seats were a husband and wife. 
Behind them was a woman very old in age who, due to the congestion inside, was in an 
uncomfortable position, and her age and body’s condition didn’t help the situation any 
better. So, the man who I know tried to convince the man in the front to switch seats with 
the old woman so that she could up front. He refused, but this man kept on pushing him to 
do it until he finally accepted. The husband ended up going to the back seat and the old 
woman was able to sit up front. When the old woman felt relaxed and was able to extend 
her legs she said to this man, in her local dialect, what means, “May Allah not prevent 
you from Hajj every year. ” 

This man has performed Hajj until now-and I know him-for 32 years. 32 pilgrimages since 
she supplicated for him that year! Sometimes a new year comes and the time of Hajj 
approaches, but he doesn’t have the money or even the intention to perform it. Yet, 
without any notice, he’s led to perform Hajj by the blessing of that woman’s supplication. 



'AIT (may Allah be pleased with him) said, “Allah has concealed two within two: He has 
concealed His pleasure in righteous acts, so one does not know which righteous act of his 
pleases Allah; and He has concealed His awliya’ amongst His servants, so one does not 
know which servant of Allah is His wa/7.[friend]” 

The point here: perform good deeds and desire for them to be sincerely for Allah’s Sake. 
Perhaps you’ll do something for someone who is unknown amongst the people— which is 
better-and his supplications are answered. 

http://muslimmatters.org/201 1/11 /08/encounter-with-an-awliya-of-allah/ 
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Ja'far as-Saadiq taking Forgiveness to the Next Level 

Taking Forgiveness to the Next Level 



One day, when Ja'far As-Sadiq wanted to perform ablution, he asked his slave to pour water on his 
hands from a jug. As the slave began to pour out the water, the jug fell onto the face and injured 
some part of his face, which resulted in Ja'far giving his slave a reproachful look. Fearing punishment, 
the servant said: 



"Who repress anger.'" * 



Ja'far reassuringly said, "I have repressed my anger." 



"And who pardon men", *said the slave 



"Indeed pardoned you," said Ja'far. 



"Verily Allah loves Al-Muhsinun (the good-doers)," * said the slave expectantly. 

"Go: You are free for the sake of Allah (Azza-wa-jal), and you may take from my wealth 1000 dinars 
[gold coins]." 3 

Source: Bahrud-Dumu' pgs. 173-174 
* Quran - Sura Al-lmran 3:134 * 

"Glimpses of the Lives of Righteous People" 

(compiled) by Majdi Muhammad Ash-Shahawi (c) Maktaba Dar-us-Salam, 2004 
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'Listen. Salli 'ala al-Naby (send blessings on the Prophet), and your Lord 
will relieve it." 

Shaykh Saleh Al-Meghamsi (may Allah preserve him), Imam of Masjid Quba, went through such a humbling, 
lesson-laden moment that leaves us with much to reflect on. He relates his story saying: 

I was in the intensive care unit, just beginning to regain consciousness after undergoing a 24 hour open-heart 
surgery, when the nurse in charge of me noticed a change in the blood. He informed a doctor, who informed 
another. A third doctor was then called, until 14 people, among them doctors and professionals, had gathered 
to discuss what they should do regarding my case. They were reading the signals from the devices over my 
head, and although I had no idea what the situation was, I could read fear in their faces. It seemed that the 
signals were not pleasant. 

They called Dr. Adam, a successful Sudanese doctor, to come and see. He studied the monitor and concluded 
that there was congealed blood on the heart and that it had to be removed. The news came down on me like a 
thunderbolt . The doctor sought my permission, and although fear began to overwhelm me, Allah guided me 
to utter the shahadah, followed by my head nodding in agreement. 

I was disconnected from the devices around me, and the doctor left to prepare for the operation. 

At that same moment, there stood to my left a Lebanese nurse who seemed to feel sorry for me due to the 
situation I was in. Allah guided her to gently remind me: 

' Listen . Salli 'ala al-Naby (send blessings on the Prophet), and your Lord will relieve it." 

Instantly, like anyone would respond, I said: 

'Allahumma sallee 'ala Muhammad wa 'ala Aali Muhammad. " 

Just like that, I said it. 

I said it and all the blood came down. 

The signals indicated by the machines differed, and they were unsure as to what had occurred. They called the 
doctor back. He arrived, looked at the screen and said; 'Shaykh Saleh, what we wanted to do and rid you of, 
Allah rid you of it from above the 7 heavens.' 

Ubayy bin Ka'b said, "I said, '0 Messenger of Allah, I send a lot of Salah (prayers) upon you, how much of my prayer should 
be Salah (prayers for blessings upon Prophet Muhammad) [be] upon you. 1 He said, 

«cJjS is» (Whatever you want.) I said, 'A quarter 1 He said, 

«dJJ 0 oS; i£ coii U» (Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for you.) I said, 'Half' He said, 

«dJJ oSj its nil* u» (Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for you.) I said, "Two thirds' He said, 

«dJJ oSj its nils. u» (Whatever you want, but if you increase it, it will be better for you.) I said, "Should I make my 

whole prayer for you' 

He said, Oi]» 

(This would be sufficient to relieve your distress and earn you forgiveness of your sins.)" [ Sunan at-Tirmidhil 
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"I have lost a pouch that contains a thousand dinars (gold coins).." 

http://www.seerah.net/salaf/archives/000084.html 

Ibn Jarir at-Tabari: I was in Makkah during the season of Hajj and I saw a man from Khurasaan calling out to the 
people: "Oh pilgrims, oh people of Makkah - from those who are present and those far off, I have lost a pouch 
that contains a thousand dinars. So whoever returns the pouch, Allah will reward them with good, save them 
from the hell fire, and His bounty and favors will be acquired on the Day of Accounting (Day of Judgment)." 

An old man from the people of Makkah approached him and said: "Oh Khurasaani, our city is in a very tough 
condition, and the days of Hajj are few, and its season is appointed, and the doors of profit-making are closed. 
This money might fall in the hands of a believer who is poor and old in age. Maybe he plans to give it if you 
make a promise that you will give him a little bit of money that is halal (permissible) for him to use." 

The Khurasaani said: "How much does he want?" 

The old man said: "He wants one-tenth of the money (a hundred dinars)." 

The Khurasaani said: "No. I will not grant him the money and instead I will take my case to Allah, and complain 
to Him on the day we meet Him, and Allah is sufficient for us and the best one to trust in." 

Ibn Jarir at-Tabari said: I realized that the old man was poor and he was the one who took the pouch of dinars 
and wished to have a little portion of it. So I followed him until he returned to his home. My assumptions were 
confirmed. I heard him calling onto his wife: "Oh Lubabah." 

She said: "I am at your service, 0 Abu Ghayth." 

The old man said: "I found the owner of the dinars calling for it, and he does not intend to give any reward to 
the person who finds it. I said to him, 'Give us a hundred dinars and he refused and said he would take his case 
to Allah.' What should I do 0 Lubabah? I must return it, for I fear my Lord, and I fear that my sin is 
multiplied." 

His wife said to him: "Oh Man! We have been struggling and suffering from poverty with you for the last 50 
years, and you have 4 daughters, 2 sisters, my mother and I, and you are the ninth. Keep all the money and 
feed us for we are hungry, and clothe us for you know better our situation. Perhaps Allah, the All-Mighty, will 
make you rich afterwards and you might be able to give the money back after you fed your children, or Allah 
will pay the amount you owe on the day when the kingdom will belong to the King (Allah)." 

He said to her: "Will I consume haram after 86 years of my life, and burn my organs with fire after I have 
been patient with my poverty, and become worthy of Allah anger, even though I am close to my grave?! No, 
By Allah, I will not do so!" 

Ibn Jarir at-Tabari said: I left with amazement concerning his condition and that of his wife. At a later point 
during the day, I heard the owner of the pouch calling out, saying, "O people of Makkah, 0 pilgrims, who ever 
of you find a pouch containing a thousand dinars, let him return it and they shall surely find great reward with 
Allah." 

The old man said: "Oh Khurasaani, I have addressed you the other day and advised you that our land is low on 
cultivation, so reward the person who found the pouch so that he is not tempted to break the laws of Allah. I 
have advised you to pay the person who finds it a hundred dinars but you refused. If your money falls into 
hands of a person who fears Allah the All-Mighty, will you give him 10 dinars at least, instead of a 100?" 
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The Khurasaani said: "I will not do so, and I will complain to Allah on the day I meet him, and Allah is sufficient 
for us and the best one to trust in." 

Ibn Jarir at-Tabari said: The people dispersed and left. Later on during the hours of the day, once again, the 
Khurasaani made the same call, saying, "0 people of Makkah, 0 pilgrims, who ever of you find a pouch 
containing a thousand dinars, let him return it and they shall surely find great reward with Allah." 

The old man came again and said: "0 Khurasaani, I said to you the day before yesterday to reward the finder a 
hundred dinars and you refused. Then I advised you to give him ten dinars and you refused, so will you give 
only one dinar so that he can buy with half of it things he needs and with the other half, sheep milk, so that he 
can give to the people and feed his children?" 

The Khurasaani said: "I will not do so, and I will complain to Allah on the day I meet him, and Allah is sufficient 
for us and the best one to trust in." 

The old man angrily said: "Come you, and take your money so that I can sleep at night, for I have not had a 
good mood ever since I found this money." 

Ibn Jarir said: So the old man went with the owner of the money and I followed them until the old man 
entered his house, dug a hole and pulled out the money and said, "Take your money and ask Allah to forgive 
me and bless me from His bounty." 

The Khurasaani took the money and intended to leave, but when he reached the door he said: "0 old man, my 
father died - may Allah have mercy on him - and left behind three thousand dinars and said to me: 'Take out a 
third of this money and give it to a person from the people who is most deserving of it.' Therefore I tied it in a 
pouch so that I may spend it on someone who is worthy of it. By Allah, I have not seen a person since I left 
Khurasaan until now who is more worthy of it then you. So take it - may Allah's blessing be upon you - and May 
He reward for the trust you kept, and your patience during poverty." The Khurasaani man then left without the 
money. 

The old man wept and prayed to Allah, saying, "May Allah bless the owner of the money in his grave, and may 
Allah bless his son." 

Ibn Jarir said: I left after the Khurasaani but Abu Ghayth (the old man) followed me and brought me back. He 
asked me to sit down, and said, "I have seen you following me since the first day; you have come to know of 
our situation yesterday and today. I have heard that the Prophet said: 'If you are gifted from the provision of 
Allah, without begging or asking, then accept it and do not reject it.' So this is a gift from Allah to all those 
attending." 

The old man called, "0 Lubabah, 0 so and so, 0 so and so." He called on his daughters and his sisters and wife 
and her mother, and sat down and made me sit down. We were 10. He opened the bag, and said spread your 
clothing over your laps. 

So I (Ibn Jarir) did, but the girls did not have proper clothing that would enable them to do that, so they 
extended their hands. The old man gave dinar by dinar in order until he reached me (Ibn Jarir) and said: 

"Here is a dinar." The process continued until the bag was empty and I received a hundred dinars. 

Ibn Jarir at-Tabari said: So joy filled my heart because of the provision they received more then the joy I had 
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because I received a hundred dinars. 



When I was leaving the old man said, "O young man. You are blessed; keep this money with you for it is 
halal. And know that I used to wake up for Fajr prayer with this wet shirt. After I was done I would take it 
off, and give it so that my daughters can pray - one by one. Then I would go to work between Dhuhr prayer 
and Asr prayer and then I would come back at the end of the day with what Allah has given me from dates 
and dry pieces of bread. Then I would take off my clothes for my daughters and they would pray Dhuhr 
prayer and Asr prayer, and the same would happen for the Maghrib and Isha prayers. And we did not ever 
expect to see this kind of money. So may Allah make us make good use of them, and may Allah bless the 
person in his grave and multiply the reward for him." 

Ibn Jarir said: So I greeted him goodbye, and took the hundred dinars and used them to write knowledge for 
two years! I used it to buy paper and pay rent and after sixteen years I returned to Makkah and inquired about 
the old man. I was told that he died a few months after the incident that occurred between us. His wife died, 
along with her mother and his 2 sisters. The only ones that remained were the daughters whom, when I asked 
about, found that they were married to kings and princes. I dropped by and they honored me as a guest and 
treated me kindly until they died also. So may Allah bless them in their graves. 

{That will be an admonition given to him who believes in Allah and the Last Day. And whosoever fears Allah 
and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a way for him to get out (from every difficulty). 
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"O people of the ship! Surely Abu Dawud purchased paradise from Allah for 
one dirham!" 

Allamah ash-Shanawani said: 

It is related with regard to Abu Dawud (as-Sijistani), the author of the Sunan [Abi Dawud], that he was 
on board of ship. He heard a person at shore sneezing and saying "Alhamdulillah." - the praise is for 
Allah. 

So he hired a rowing boat for one dirham and went to shore and replied to this person's saying: 
"Yarhamukullah" [Allah have mercy on you]. 

Imam Abu Dawud then was asked about this action of his, he answered: 

It is possible that this person who sneezed is a man whose supplication is accepted by Allah *. 

When people on board fell asleep, they heard a voice calling out: 

O people of the ship! Surely Abu Dawud purchased paradise from Allah for one dirham!. 

SOURCE: Ash-Shanawani «Sharhul mukhtasar ibn Abi Jamrah» p 290.) 



* He may have expected that person to reply to him by saying; "May Allah have mercy on us and you and 
forgive us and you"... As was practised by the Salaf: 

Malik related to me from Nafi that when Abdullah ibn Umar sneezed and someone said to him, "May Allah 
have mercy on you , " (Yarhamuka'llah), he said, "May Allah have mercy on us and you, and forgive us and 
you." (Yarhamuna'llah wa yaghfirlana wa lakum). 

Malik's Muwatta Book 54, Number 54.2.5 
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'By Allah, I will not leave him for anyone!' 

Jarir b. 'Abdullah al-Bajali reported that in a battle there was a man with Abu Musa al-Ash'ari who 
was very brave and damaging against the enemies. After the battle they collected the booty. Abu 
Musa granted the man only a portion of the booty he deserved and not all. The man refused to 
accept anything less than what he deserved. As a result, Abu Musa gave him ten lashes and shaved 
off his head. The man collected his hair and went off to 'Umar as he was sitting in his gathering. He 
struck 'Umar's chest with his hair and said, 7 swear by Allah! If it wasn't for the fire of Hell, I would 
have dealt with your deputy myself!' He then related to him what Abu Musa did to him. 



'Umar then wrote to Abu Musa saying, 'To proceed; So-and-so has related to me such-and- 
such. If you did this to him in public, then I swear you must also sit in public view so the man 
could exact revenge. If you did this to him in private then you may sit privately.' 

The man took the letter to Abu Musa. The people said, 'Forgive him.' 

'By Allah, I will not leave him for anyone!' said the man. 

When Abu Musa sat down for him to exact revenge, the man looked up at the sky and said, 

'O Allah, I have forgiven him.' 



Sirat 'Umar b. al-Khattab by al-Baltaji 97-98. 
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'O Allaah, I take refuge in You from...' 



» ^ J— ? Li — ! 
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Allahumma inni 'a'udhubika minal hammi walhuzni, Wal'ajzi walkasali, walbukhli waljubni, Wa dal'id- 
daiyni wa ghalabatir-rajal 

'O Allaah, I take refuge in You from anxiety and sorrow, weakness and laziness, miserliness and 
cowardice, the burden of debts and from being over powered by men.' 

Sahih al-Bukhari, 7/158 



Once, they came to Abu ad-Darda' while he was in the mosque, saying to him: "0 Abu ad-Darda'! 
Your house has been burned down!" He replied: "By Allah, it has not been burned down." They said: 
"It has been burned down I" He replied: "By Allah, it has not been burned down." They went to see 
that the fire had consumed everything in the area, and had stopped right at Abu ad-Darda"s house, 
and he did not even get up to go see for himself. They came back and asked him: "What drove you 
to insist that it had not been burned down?" He replied: "The Messenger of Allah had taught me 
some words that, if I say them, I will not be stricken with any harm," - he is secure! - "'0 Allah, I seek 
refuge with You from sadness and grief, and I seek refuge with You from inability and laziness, and I 
seek refuge with You from cowardliness and stinginess, and I seek refuge with You from being 
overpowered by debts and men,' so, I made this supplication." 

In regards to this same supplication, Abu Umamah narrated: "I was sitting in the mosque, when the 
Messenger of Allah asked me: "What is wrong, Abu Umamah?" I replied: "I am in distress because of 
a debt that I owe." The Prophet then told me: "Supplicate with these words ('0 Allah, I seek refuge 
with You from sadness and grief...')." So, I supplicated with these words, and Allah removed my 
distress, and paid off my debt." 

['at-Tarbiyah al-Jihadiyyah wal-Bina" [Authentic]; 5/28-31] 
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{"And when you recite the Qur'an, We put an invisible veil between you and 
those who do not believe in the Hereafter."} 

[Qur'an al-lsra' 17; 45] 



http://www.islamicboard.com/quran/36988-when-you-recite-quran-we-put-invisible-veil.html 



A group of the Mufassirin explained this verse to mean that the aversion to and heedlessness of the 
Qur'an and Islam on the part of the disbelievers is the result of a barrier that was placed on their 
hearts by Allah, making them unable to comprehend or realize any of the wisdom contained therein. 
This was the explanation of Qatadah, as well as al-Hasan al-Basri. 

However, various narrated incidents show that the verse carries an interpretation and meaning that 
is more literal to its wording; i.e., that one of the means by which Allah prevents his righteous 
servants from being thrown into the clutches of the disbelievers and being exposed to their harm is 
through the protection attained by the recitation of the Qur'an itself. 

The following is collected from al-Qurtubi's commentary on the above verse: 



1 - Asma' bint Abi Bakr said: 

"When the chapter 'al-Masad' was revealed, al-'Awra' Umm Jamil bint Harb came looking for the 
Prophet with a stick in her hands while the Prophet was sitting in the courtyard of the mosque with 
Abu Bakr. So, when Abu Bakr saw her, he said to the Prophet: "She is coming, and I fear that she will 
see you!" So, the Messenger of Allah said: "She will not be able to see me," and he recited the 
Qur'an, seeking a firm handhold by it. He recited: {"And when you recite the Qur'an, We put an 
invisible veil between you and those who do not believe in the Hereafter . "} 

So, she stood in front of Abu Bakr, and did not see the Messenger of Allah. She said: "0 Abu Bakr! I 
have been informed that your companion has insulted me!" He said: "No, by the Lord of this House, 
he has not insulted you." 

So, she turned and walked away, saying: "Quraysh knows that I am the daughter of its most noble 
man!"" 



2 - Sa'id bin Jubayr said: 

"When the verse {"May the hands of Abu Lahab perish, and may he perish!"} was revealed, the 
wife of Abu Lahab came to the Prophet while he was with Abu Bakr. So, Abu Bakr said: "Move away, 
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so that you will not hear from her that which would hurt you, as she is a harsh woman!" So, the 
Prophet said: "A protection will be put for me from her," and she was unable to see him. She said: 
"0 Abu Bakr! Your companion has insulted me!" He said: "By Allah, he does not say poetry." She 
said: "So, you believe in him?" and angrily walked away. 

So, Abu Bakr said: "0 Messenger of Allah! Did she not see you?" 

The Prophet replied: "An Angel was standing between she and I, shielding me from her, until she 
went away."" 



3 - Ka'b bin Malik said: 

"The Prophet used to shield himself from the disbelievers using three verses: 

{"Truly, We have set veils over their hearts so that they do not understand this (Qur'an), and 
deafness in their ears..."} [al-Kahf; 57] 

{"They are those upon whose hearts, hearing, and sight Allah has set a seal . "} [an-Nahl; 108] 

{"Have you seen he who takes his own lust as his god, and Allah, knowing him as such, has left him 
astray, and sealed his hearing and his heart, and put a cover on his sight?"} [al-Jathiyah; 23] 

So, when the Prophet would recite them, he would be shielded from the polytheists. 

I informed a man from Sham of this. He travelled to the lands of the Romans and was kept there for 
some time as a prisoner. After a while, he escaped from the Romans, and they went out to hunt him 
and bring him back as a captive. He recited these verses, and, although they were with him on the 
same road, they were never able to find him." 



4 - ath-Tha'Iabi said: 

"I relayed the same information (regarding these three verses) to a man from the people of Ray. One 
time, he was imprisoned in Daylam, where he stayed there for some time before escaping. They 
went out searching for him, so, he recited these verses. When they finally caught up to where he 
was, and his clothing was touching their clothing, they were still unable to see him." 



5 - al-Qurtubi himself said: 
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"And a similar thing happened to me in our land of Andalusia, in Qurtubah (Cordova, Spain). I had 
escaped from in front of the enemy, rushing to a corner of his castle fortress where I could not be 
detected. So, two knights were sent out to search for me, while I was simply squatting on the ground 
with no protection of barrier between they and I. So, I began reciting: {"And We have put a barrier 
before them, and a barrier behind them, and We have covered them up, so, they cannot see . "} [Ya 
Sin; 9] and other verses from the Qur'an. The two knights approached me, looked around, and 
returned back from where they had came, with one of them saying to the other: "This man is a 
demon!" 

So, Allah - the Mighty and Exalted - blinded them from seeing me, and all praise is due to Allah for 
this." 



[Taken from al-Qurtubi's 'al-Jami' li Ahkam al-Qur'an'; 10/116-117] 



I ask Allah to protect us all from the clutches of the kuffar, and being exposed to their harm. 
Say 'amin. ' 

http://talk.islamicnetwork.com/showthread. php?t=11297 
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Patience & Trust in Allah 



"By Allah, if He were to cause the heavens to rain fire down upon me.. I 
would not increase except in praising and thanks to Him." 

One of the wise men of the past said [Recorded in; 'Sifat as-Safwah'; 2/452]: 

"I passed by a village in Egypt seeking to engage in Ribat (guarding the Muslim frontier against the 
disbelievers), when suddenly I passed by a man in sitting in the dark. He was missing his eyes, as well as his 
hands and legs. He was suffering all types of difficulty, while saying: "Praise be to You, Allah - a praising that 
combines the praises of all of Your Creation - for what You have blessed me with, and preferred me greatly 
over many of those whom You have Created." 

So, I said to him: "For what blessing are you praising Allah? For what preference are you thanking Him for? By 
Allah, I do not see any type of difficulty except that you are experiencing it!" 

So, he said: "Do you not see what has happened to me? By Allah, if He were to cause the heavens to rain fire 
down upon me, and I were to be burned up because of it, and He were to command the mountains to crush 
me, and He were to command the oceans to drown me, I would not increase except in praising and thanks to 
Him, and I request something of you: / have a daughter who used to serve me and break my fast with me. 

Can you see if you can find her?" 

I said to myself: "By Allah, I hope that in fulfilling the request of this pious servant, I will gain nearness to Allah 
-the Mighty and Majestic." So, I went out looking for her in the desert to discover that she had been eaten by 
wild beasts. I said to myself: "To Allah we belong and to Him we return! How will I tell this pious servant that 
his daughter had died?" So, I went to him and asked him: "Are you better in the Sight of Allah than Prophet 
Ayyub? Allah put him to trial with his wealth and his children and family." 

He replied: "No, rather, Ayyub is better!" 

I said: "Well, the daughter that you had asked me to find, I found that she has been eaten by wild beasts." 

He said: "Praise be to Allah who has taken me out of this World without putting in my heart any love for it." 

Then he collapsed, and died. 

I said: "To Allah we belong and to Him we return! Who will help me to wash his body and bury it?" Suddenly, a 
group of horsemen engaging in Ribat passed by, so I motioned for them to stop. They came over, so I informed 
them of what had happend, so we washed the man's body, shrouded it and buried it in this village, and the 
group of men then went on their way. 

I spent the night in the village unable to leave this man. When a third of the night had passed, I began 
dreaming that I was with him in a green garden. He was wearing two beautiful green garments, and he was 
standing up and reciting the Qur'an. I said to him: "Are you not my companion from yesterday?" 

He said: "Yes, I am." 

I said: "How did you reach your current state (of health and happiness)?" 

He replied: "I have reached a level that none of the patient reach, except those who are patient during times 
of calamity and thankful during times of ease."" 
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"Did they not believe Him, so they made him take an oath?!" 

Al-Thaalabi said, and Abul-Qassim Al-Hassan ibn Muhammad ibnul-Hassan ibn Jaafar Al-Mudhakkar narrated: Al-Hakem Abu Muhammad 
Yahya Ibnu Mansour narrated : Abu Rajaa' Muhammad ibn Ahmad Al-Qadhi narrated: Ablll-Fadhl Al-Abbas ibn Abil-Faraj Ar- 
Riashi Said : I heard Al-Asmaai saying: 

One day, I went out the mosque in Basra. While I was walking in one of its pathways, a gross and crude 
bedouin suddenly appeared, riding his camel, wearing his sword, and holding an arch in his hand. 

Fie approached me, saluted, and asked me: "Where are you from?", I said : "From Banil-Asmaa". Fie said : 
"You are Al-Asmaai?", I said :"Yes", he said : "And from where do you come out?", I said : "From a place 
where the words of Ar-Rahman (The All-Beneficent, Allah) are recited". Fie said : "And does Ar-Rahman have 
words that humans can recite ?", I said: "Yes!", Fie said : "Recite some from it !". So I said : "Descend from 
your camel". 



So he descended, and I started to recite surat Adh-Dhariyat. And when I reached the verse : 

*'-*“‘11 <Aj" (And in the heaven is your provision and whatever you are promised) [Adh- 

Dhariyat:22] 

Fie said : "OAsmaai ! Is that really the word of Ar-Rahman ?", I said "Yes! I swear by the One (Allah) who 
truly sent Muhammad (with the truth). It is His word ! and Fie revealed it to His prophet Muhammad peace 
be upon him." Fie said : "That is sufficient." 



And he went to his camel, and slaughtered it . Then he hashed it without even flaying it. And he said to me : 
"Flelp me to distribute it". So we distributed it all to every coming or going person. Then he took his sword 
and his arch and broke them, and put them under the saddle. And he turned out and went back to the 
country, saying: 

<Aj" (And in the heaven is your provision and whatever you arepromised) [Adh- 

Dhariyat:22] 

So I came back blaming myself, and I said to myself : "You didn't notice before, what the bedouin just 
understood!" 

And when I went to Hajj with Ar-Rasheed, I entered Makka. While I was turning around the Kaaba, I heard a 
little voice calling me. So I turned, and It was the same bedouin, but he became very skinny and pale. Fie 

saluted me, and took my hand and made me sit behind the Maqam (the place of Ibrahim peace be upon him). 

And he said to me: "Recite the words of Ar-Rahmaan. " So I started to recite surat Adh-Dhariyat, and again, 
when I came to the verse: 

fS® Jj *'-*“‘11 <Aj " (And in the heaven is your provisionand whatever you are promised) [Adh- 
Dhariyat^] 

The bedouin shouted : "Indeed we found what God promised us!", and then he asked : "Is there something 
else?", I said : "Yes, Allah Almighty says": 

" QjpaZ u Jl* Jaj 4JI <jijSllj f U*Jl " (Then, by the Lord of the heaven and the earth, it is the truth, just 
as it is the truth that you can speak) [Adh-Dhariyat:23] 

So the bedouin shouted : "O Subhan Allah! (Glory to Allah!) Who dare to anger Allah (The Majestic) so Fie had 

to swear/do an Oath? Did they not believe Flim, so they made him take an oath?!" 

Fie said that three times and then, he breathed his last... Translated from "The book of Repentants" for Ibn Qudamah (May 
Allah have mercy on him) 
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"A man saw her and was attracted to her..." 

Ibn Qudamah 



{“...And whosoever fears Allah and keeps his duty to Him, He will make a way for him 
out of every difficulty, and He will provide for him from where he could never 
imagine.”} 

[at-Talaq; 2-3] 



Hudhayfah bin al-Yaman narrated that the Messenger of Allah said: “The glance at the 
woman is a poisonous arrow from the arrows of the Devil. Whoever leaves it out of the 
fear of Allah, then Allah will reward him with faith whose sweetness he will taste in his 
heart.” 

[Reported by Ahmad in his ‘Musnad,’ and it is authentic] 



Malik bin Dinar said: “The Gardens of Delight are between the Gardens of Firdaws and the 
Gardens of Eden. In them one has servants made out of the roses of Paradise. They will be 
inhabited by those who were about to engage in a sin, but then remembered Allah - the 
Mighty and Exalted - and stopped themselves from doing so, and bowed their necks out of 
the fear of Allah.” 



Sahih Muslim Book 036 [book of heart softeners (riqaq)], Number 6607: 

'Abdullah b. 'Umar reported that Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) said: Three 
persons set out on a journey. They were overtaken by rain and they had to find protection in a 
mountain cave where at its mouth there fell a rock of that mountain and thus blocked them 
altogether. One of them said to the others: Look to your good deeds that you performed for 
the sake of Allah and then supplicate Allah, the Exalted, that He might rescue you (from this 
trouble). One of them said: 0 Allah, I had my parents who were old and my wife and my 
small children also. I tended the flock and when I came back to them in the evening, I milked 
them (the sheep, goats, cows, etc.) and first served that milk to my parents. One day I was 
obliged to go out to a distant place in search of fodder and I could not come back before 
evening and found them (the parents) asleep. I milked the animals as I used to milk and 
brought milk to them and stood by their heads avoiding to disturb them from sleep and I did 
not deem it advisable to serve milk to my children before serving them. My children wept 
near my feet. I remained there in that very state and my parents too until it was morning. And 
(0 Allah) if Thou art aware that I did this in order to seek Thine pleasure, grant us riddance 
from this trouble. (The rock slipped a bit) that they could see the sky. The second one said: 0 
Allah, I had a female cousin whom I loved more than the men love the women. I wanted to 
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have sexual intercourse with her; she refused but on the condition of getting one hundred 
dinirs. It was with very great difficulty that I could collect one hundred dinirs and then paid 
them to her and when I was going to have a sexual intercourse with her, that she said: Servant 
of Allah, fear Allah and do not break the seal (of chastity) but by lawful means. I got up. 0 
Allah, if Thou art aware that I did this in order to seek Thine pleasure, rid us from this 
trouble. The situation was somewhat eased for them. The third one said: Allah, I employed a 
workman for a measure of rice. After he had finished his work I gave him his dues (in the 
form of) a measure of rice, but he did not accept them. I used these rice as seeds, and that 
gave a bumper crop and I became rich enough to have cows and flocks (in my possession). 

He came to me and said: Fear Allah, and co mm it no crueltv upon me in regard to my dues. I 
said to him: Takeaway this flock of cows and sheep. He said: Fear Allah and do not make a 
fun of me. I said: I am not making a fun of you. You take the cows and the flocks. So he took 
them. 0 Allah, if Thou art aware that I did it for Thine pleasure, case the situation for us. And 
Allah relieved them from the rest of the trouble, (i.e. the stone was removed from the cave). 

http://www .usc.edu/schools/college/crcc/engagement/resources/texts/muslim/hadi th/muslinV036.smt.htmI#036. 
6607 



al-Hasan al-Basri narrated: 

“There was a fornicating woman who had exceeded the people of her era in beauty, and 
would not let any man sleep with her unless he paid her one hundred dinars. One day, a man 
saw her and was attracted to her, so he went and worked until he earned the one hundred 
dinars and came to her. She told him: “Pay it to the man at the door so that he may count it 
and weigh it.” When he did this, she told him to enter. She had a luxurious home and a bed 
made of gold. She told him: “Come to me.” When he was about to have intercourse with her, 
he suddenly remembered his standing before Allah on the Day of Resurrection, so it was as if 
he was struck with lightning and his desire was put out. 

He said to her: “Allow me to leave you, and you can keep the money.” 

She replied: “How can you do this now, when you saw me and was attracted to me, and went 
and worked hard to collect the one hundred dinars, and when you are finally with me, you do 
what you did?” 

He said: “By Allah, I did not do this out of anything except for the fear of Allah, and the 
thought of my standing between His Hands.” 

She said: “If you are truthful in what you say, then I want to marry nobody except you!” 

He told her: “Let me leave.” 

She said: “No, not unless you promise me that you will marry me!” 

He said: “I cannot do anything until I leave first.” 

She then said to him: “You must promise Allah that if I come to you where you live, then you 
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will marry me!” 

He said: “It might be so. We will see.” 

So, he put on his clothes, left her, and travelled back to his land. She later travelled to his land 
with all that she owned - regretting the circumstances under which they had met each other - 
until she arrived and asked about him. When she arrived at his home, it was said to him: “The 
queen herself has arrived and asked about you!” When he saw her, he was in such a state of 
shock that he collapsed and died. 

His body fell into her arms, so she said: “As for him, then I have missed out on the chance to 
be with him. Does he have any close relatives?” It was said to her: “Yes, his brother, but he is 
a poor man.” So, she said to him: “I will marry you out of my love for your dead brother.” 

She married him and bore for him seven righteous sons.” 

[‘at-Tawwabin’ by Ibn Qudamah al-Maqdisi; p. 41-42] 



http://ahlalhdeeth.com/vbe/showthread.php?t= 1 893 
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Until I came to this verse.' 

Rabi' ibn Sulayman (a companion of Imam al-Shafi'i) said: 

'We were with al-Shafi'i one day when an old man wearing garments of wool came to us with a walking-stick in 
his hand. Al-Shafi'i stood up, fixed his clothes and greeted the old man. He sat down and al-Shafi'i began 
looking at him in admiration when the man said: 

Old man: Can I ask? 

Al-Shafi'i: Ask. 

Old man: What is the Hujjah (evidence) in the religion of Allah? 

Al-Shafi'i: The Book of Allah. 

Old man: What else? 

Al-Shafi'i: TheSunnah of the Messenger of Allah (sallallahu 'alayhi wa sallam). 

Old man: What else? 

Al-Shafi'i: The consensus of the Ummah. 

Old man: Where did you get 'consensus of the Ummah' from? (i.e. what's your evidence). 

Al-Shafi'i pondered for a moment when the old man said: 

Old man: I will leave you for 3 days. If you come up with evidence from the Book of Allah, fine. If not, then 
repent to Allah Ta'ala. 

Al-Shafi'i's face changed colour and then he left. He didn't come out until the third day, between dhuhr and 
'asr. His face, hands and legs had swollen and he became ill. He sat down but it was only a short while when 
the old man returned. He greeted him and sat down then he said, 

Old man: Do you have what I asked for? 

Al-Shafi'i: Yes. 

jUa. ,jll (jltljnl'l iy> *i>L jjci 
I seek refuge in Allah from Satan , the outcast. 

Allah, the Most High said: 

\ j j n CjftuiJ ^ 4)iVnj Jj La (jjiajJail Jjaui jjfr jjjjj (jjjj La Jxj (ja JjlLwJ 

"And whoever contradicts and opposes the Messenger after the right path has been shown clearly to him, and 
follows other than the way of the believers, We shall keep him on the path he has chosen, and burn him in Hell 
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-and what an evil destination." [al-Nisa: 115] 



... And He (Allah 'azza wa jail) will not burn him in Hell for opposing the believers in something except that it 
something obligatory.' 

Old man: You have told the truth. 

Then he got up and left. 

Al-Shafi'i then said to those around him: I read the Qur'an 3 times every day (in the 3 days he was given), 
until I came to this verse.' 

- SiyarA'Iam al-Nubala 



It's the case that sometimes, the Qur'an reveals its gems and answers at different times and on different 
occasions. Even if we may have read a particular verse many times before, it will suddenly sink in with us 
differently at another time. 

As they say, V ' - its wonders never cease. May Allah grant us good understanding of His Book. 
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Ahmad Naasirthe Shaheed, who said "the Qur'an is not 
created". 



He is Al-Khuza'y, The Imam, The Martyr, Abu Abdulla, Ahmad ibn Nasr ibn Malik ibn Al-Haytham Al- 
Khuza'y Al-Marwazy and then the Baghdadi (d 231 H) [i]. 

Imam Al-Dhahabi (d 748 H) described him as: "He was a commander of Good, Speaker of Truth" [ii]. 

And even though he had all the books of Hashim, and narrations from Imam Malik he did not narrate 
much, and used to say out of his humbleness: "I have not reached that level yet" [iii]. 

The story of his Death was narrated in many books. Here is what was narrated by Imam Ibn Katheer 
(d 774 H) [May Allah shower him with Mercy] in "Al-Bidaya wa Al-Nihaya ": 

The translation was taken (with some alterations) from At-Tibyan Publications' - 'Al-lmam Ahmad Ibn 
Nasr Al-Khuza'i A Leader of Scholars, A Leader of Martyrs (available online). 

In the events of the Year 231 H: 

And in this year was the killing of Ahmad ibn Nasr Al-Khuza'y, May Allah have mercy upon 
him, and make his abode noble. 

And the reason for this man being killed, meaning Ahmad ibn Nasr Al-Khuza'y ibn Malik ibn 
Al-Haytham Al-Khuza'i, and his grandfather Malik ibn Al-Haytham was one of the greatest 
campaigners of the state of Ban AI-'Abbas (i.e. the Abbasids), those who killed this son of his. 

And Ahmad ibn Nasr had prestige and leadership, and his father Nasr ibn Malik used to be 
surrounded by the Ahl Al-Hadith. 

Ahmad ibn Nasr was from amongst the people of knowledge, piety and justice, righteous 
deeds, and striving in doing good; and he was from amongst the Imams of Ahl Al-Sunnah, 
those who would command the good, and forbid the evil, and he was amongst those who 
called towards the saying that the Quran is the Word of Allah, sent down, uncreated. 

Al-Wathiq (the Caliph at the time) was one of the most severe people in insisting the claim 
that the Quran is created. He used to call to it day and night, publicly and privately, based 
upon what his father and his uncle Al-Mamun were upon, void of any evidence or proof, 
argument or explanation, from neither the Sunnah nor Quran. 

So this Ahmad ibn Nasr stood up, calling towards Allah, and to the Commanding of the Good 
and the Forbiddance of the Evil, and to the statement that the Quran is the Uncreated Word 
of Allah, and he called the people to much good. 

Thus, a Jama'ah (group) gathered under him from amongst the people of Baghdad, and 
thousands of people joined him. Two men were appointed in propagating the Da'wah of 
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Ahmad ibn Nasr, and they were Abu Harun as-Siraj, who called the people of the Eastern 
Province, and another man named Talib, who called the people of the Western Province - 
thus, many thousands of people and abundant crowds united under him. 

So when it was the month of Sha'ban of this year, the Bay'ah was organized for Ahmad ibn 
Nasr al-Khuza'i in secrecy, upon Commanding the Good and Forbidding the Evil, and to rebel 
against the Sultan due to his bid'ah and his calling to the claim of "Khalq al-Qur'an" (Creation 
of the Qur'an), and due to what he, his authorities and his entourage were perpetrating of 
sins and immorality, and such. So they agreed on a time, that on the third night of Sha'ban - 
on the night of Jumu'ah - a drum would be beaten in the night, and then those who had 
given Bay'ah would gather together in a place which they had agreed on beforehand - and 
(after the agreement) Talib and Abu Harun distributed many Dinars amongst the 
companions. From amongst the crowd who received the money, were two men from Banu 
Ashras, and these two men used to drink wine. 

So when Thursday night came, these two men drank wine amongst a group of the 
companions, and the two men thought it was the night of the plan to be executed - which in 
reality was a night before the planned night, so the two men began to beat the drum in the 
night so that the people would gather with them both - but no one came. The disarray 
overtook the organized plan, and the guards hear this in the night time, so they notified the 
deputy of his brother, Ish'haq ibn Ibrahim, due to his absence from Baghdad... and the 
people became hysteric and the deputy of the Sultan did his utmost to capture those two 
men (who beat the drum.) So when he captured them, he tortured them until they 
confessed about Ahmad ibn Nasr. So they searched for him, until they were able to capture 
a servant of his - and they held him (and tortured him) until he confessed with the same 
confession as the two men. 



So he captured a number of the leaders of the companions of Ahmad ibn Nasr, along with 
him, and sent them to the Khalifah, - pleasing those who saw them (i.e. the captured rebels 
led by Ahmad ibn Nasr) in such a state - and this took place at the end of Sha'ban. So he 
assembled a group of spectators and the Qadhi, Ahmad ibn Abi Du'ad al Mu'tazili attended, 
and Ahmad ibn Nasr was brought forth - but he (Al Mu'tazili) did not display any rebuke 
upon Ahmad ibn Nasr. And when Ahmad ibn Nasr was made to stand in front of al-Wathiq, 
he did not rebuke him for anything to do with the Bay'ah which he took from the populace 
upon Commanding the Good and Forbidding the Evil and such - Rather, he skipped over all 
of that and interrogated; 



A number of the leaders of the companions of Ahmad ibn Nasr, along with him were 
captured, and sent to the Khalifah. This took place at the end of Sha'ban. 

A group of spectators were assembled, and the Qadhi, Ahmad ibn Abi Duad Al-Mu'tazili 
attended. 

Ahmad ibn Nasr was brought forth but he (ibn Abi Duad Al-Mu'tazili) did not display any 
rebuke upon Ahmad ibn Nasr. And when Ahmad ibn Nasr was made to stand in front of Al- 
Wathiq, he did not rebuke him for anything to do with the Bay'ah which he took from the 
populace upon commanding the Good and Forbidding the Evil and such. Rather, he skipped 
over all of that, and asked him: 
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What do you say regarding the Quran? 



He replied: It is the Word of Allah. 

Al-Wathiq asked: Is it created ( Makhluq )? 

He said: It is the Word of Allah. 

Indeed, Ahmad had just faced death without fear, and sold himself, and actually, he came 
wearing Hanut (i.e. a mixture of musk and camphor which is applied to a dead body before 
burial), and he looked fiercely radiant, and he had tightened that which was covering his 
private parts (so that it does not get revealed in case of torture). 

Al-Wathiq again asked: What do you say about your Lord? Will you see Him on the Day of 
Resurrection? 

So he replied: 0 Amir Al-Mu'mineen, that is how it has come in the Quran and the 
narrations, as Allah has said: {(Some) faces, that Day, will be radiant; Looking at their Lord} 
[Al-Qiyamah: 22-23], And the Messenger of Allah (peace and blessings be upon him) said: 
"Verily, you will see your Lord, just as you see this moon, you will not be impaired in viewing 
him" [Al-Bukhari and Muslim], So we are upon what we have been notified (by Allah and His 
Messenger). 

And Al-Khatib (Al-Baghdadi) added that Al-Wathiq said: Woe to you! Will He be seen as a 
limited body is seen?! And He will be encompassed in a place, and the spectator will be able 
to behold him!? I disbelieve in a Lord with such attributes! 

[Ibn Kathir - May Allah have Mercy on him - comments saying]: What Al-Wathiq said, is 
neither permissible, nor [is what he concluded] necessary, nor can it be used to refute the 
authentic narrations, and Allah knows best. 

Ahmad ibn Nasr replied to Al-Wathiq: Sufyan narrated to me a Hadith which he raises 
(Yarfa'uh) that: "The heart of the son of Adam is in between two fingers from the Fingers of 
Allah, He turns it however He Wills". And the Prophet (peace and blessings upon him) used 
to say: "0 Turner of the Hearts! Make my heart firm upon Your Deen". 

So Ishaq ibn Ibrahim said to him: Woe to you! Look at what you are saying! 

He replied by saying: You ordered me to say that. 

Ishaq was startled at that, and remarked: I ordered you?! 

So he replied: Yes, you ordered me to give sincere advice to him. 

Finally, Al-Wathiq said to those around him: So what do you say about this man (i.e. Ahmad 
ibn Nasr). Hence, they said many things about him. 

Abdur-Rahman ibn Ishaq, who was the Qadhi of the WesternProvince until he retired, and 
had been a friend of Ahmad ibn Nasr before this event, said: 0 Amir Al-Mu'mineen, his blood 
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is Halal. 



Abu Abdillah Al-Armini, the companion of Ahmad ibn Abi Duad, said: Give me a drink from 
his blood, 0 Amir Al-Mu'mineen. 

Al-Wathiq replied, saying: Definitely, what you desire will come about. 

Ahmad ibn Abi Duad said: He is a kafir, he should be asked to repent. Maybe he has a 
disease, or loss of intellect. 

So Al-Wathiq said: When you see me getting up (going) towards him, then do not stand with 
me, for I want to be rewarded for the steps I take (going towards to killing him). 

Then he got up with a saber which was a sword belonging to 'Amr ibn Mu'idd Yukrab Az- 
Zubayd, and it was given as a gift to Musa Al-Hadi during his Khilafah. There was a witchcraft 
inscription attached with nails at the bottom of it. 

When he reached him, he struck him a blow upon his shoulder, while he was tied with ropes 
and standing upon a leather mat (special for executions) and then he struck him again with a 
blow to his head, and then he thrust the saber into his belly. He fell down dead, may Allah 
have mercy upon him. 

Indeed, we belong to Allah, and indeed, to Him we will return, may Allah have mercy upon 
him, and pardon him. 

Then the Damascene unsheathed his sword, and struck his neck, and separated his head, 
and hoisted it in display, till it was brought to the field which had Babak Al-Khurrami, and he 
was crucified therein, while his two legs were still shackled, and he was wearing a dress and 
trousers. 

His head was carried to Baghdad, and was set and displayed in the EasternProvince for a 
number of days, and in the WesternProvince for a number of days, and it had guards around 
watching over it day and night. And attached to his head was a message, and written on it 
was: 

"This is the head of the deviant pagan infidel, Ahmad ibn Nasr Al-Khuza'y, from amongst 
those who were killed at the hands of 'Abdullah ibn Harun, the Imam, Al-Wathiq Billah, Amir 
Al-Mu'mineen, after he had established the argument against him regarding the Creation of 
the Quran and the Negation of Anthropomorphism, and he gave him the chance to repent 
and enabled him to return to the Truth, but he refused except to stubbornly oppose and 
declare openly otherwise. So all praise belongs to Allah, Who hastened him to the Fire and 
his Painful Torment due to his kufr; for which Amir Al-Mu'mineen permitted his blood and 
cursed him. 

Afterwards, Al-Wathiq ordered the prosecution of the leaders of Ahmad's companions, and 
captured about twenty nine men. They were sent to prisons, and they were branded as the 
unjust [transgressors] (3-^). They were prevented from being visited by anyone, and they 
were restrained with iron shackles, and they were not given any rations (of food) which 
were given to the other prisoners, and [truly] this is a great injustice. 
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And this Ahmad ibn Nasr was one of the great scholars, active in establishing the 
Commanding of the Good and the Forbidding of the Evil. He had heard Hadith from Hammad 
ibn Zayd and Sufyan ibn 'Uyaynah and Hushim ibn Bashir and he had all of his writings. And 
he also heard a great number of traditions from Imam Malik ibn Anas. 

Yahy ibn Ma'een mentioned him one day, and prayed for Allah's mercy to be upon him, and 
said: Allah granted him Shahadah as an ending, and he used not to narrate traditions, and 
used to say I am not of that level yet [out of his humbleness]. 

And Yahya ibn Ma'een excelled very much in praising Ahmad ibn Nasr. 

Imam Ahmad ibn Hanbal mentioned him one day, and said: May Allah have mercy upon him, 
how generous he was with his soul for Allah! He sacrificed himself for His sake. 

Ja'far ibn Muhammad As-Saaigh narrated: My two eyes witnessed and if they did not, may 
they be gouged out, and my two ears heard and if they did not, may they go deaf: Ahmad 
ibn Nasr Al-Khuza'y, when he was beheaded, his head was saying: La llaha Ilia Allah; And 
some people had heard him while he was crucified on the tree trunk, his (separated) head 
reciting: { Al if, Lam, Meem. Do people think they will be left alone, just because they say, We 
believe, without being tested?} [AI-'Ankabout: 1-2]. My skin trembled. 

- End of the translation taken from At-Tibyan publications. 

ill Siyar A'laam Al-Nubala - Imam Al-Dhahabi 

Ibn Abi Ya'la says in Tabaqat Al-Hanabilah: And he was an old man, with white hair and a white 
beard. 

The body of Imam Ahmad ibn Nasr was left hanging for 6 years until Al-Mutawakil [a good sunni 
abbasid caliph] became the Caliph. 

Imam Ibn Kathir narrates: And on the day of Eid Al-Fitr, Al-Mutawakil ordered the body of Ahmad ibn 
Nasr Al-Khuza'iy to be taken down, and sent with his head to his family. 

The people were very pleased with this, and a lot of people gathered for his Janazah. 

Then Al-Mutawakil wrote to all the land forbidding people from speaking about the matter of the 
Speech, and forbidding anyone from saying that the Quran is created. He also wrote that whoever 
learns 'llm Al-Kalam and spoke in it then he would be imprisoned until he dies. He ordered the 
people to busy themselves with the Quran and the Sunnah and nothing else [1]. 

He also released all the people who were imprisoned because of their refusal to say that the Quran 
is created [2], 

It is narrated that 'Abdulaziz ib Yahya Al-Makiy told Al-Mutawakil, after he became a Caliph, 0 Amir 
Al-Mu'mineen I did not see anything stranger than the killing of Al-Wathiq to Ahmad ibn Nasr whose 
tongue kept reciting the Quran until he was buried. 
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Al-Mutawakil was saddened by what he heard of his brother, when the Minister Muhammad ibn 
'Abdulmalik ibn Al-Zayat entered. So Al-Mutawakil told him: "In my heart is something, from the 
killing of Ahmad ibn Nasr". 

So [ibn Al-Zayat] said: 0 Amir Al-Mu'mineen, May Allah cause me to be burned by fire, if Amir Al- 
Mu'mineen Al-Wathiq did not kill him as a Kafir. 

Then Hirthimah entered, and Al-Mutawakil told him as he told ibn Al-Zayat. 

So Hirthimah said: May Allah cause me to be cut into pieces if he was not killed as a Kaffir. 

Then the Judge Ibn Abi Duad entered, and Al-Mutawakil told him the same thing. 

So he said: May Allah cause me to get Al-Falij (Hemiplegia), if Al-Wathiq did not kill him as a Kafir. 

Al-Mutawakil later narrates: 

As for ibn Al-Zayaat, I burned him myself, and as for Hirthimah he escaped until he reached a place 
where the tribe of Khuza'ah resided. He was recognized by one of them who said: 0 people of 
Khuza'ah, that is the one that killed your cousin Ahmad ibn Nasr, so they took him and cut him into 
pieces. As for ibn Abu Duad, Allah imprisoned him in his own skin (since he was paralyzing by Al-Falij) 
until he died [3]. 

Some of his sayings: 

1) Ahmad ibn Ibrahim said: I heard Ahmad ibn Nasr the Martyr saying: 

I passed one day on a man in a state of Sara' (epilepsy), So I came to recite Quran at his ears, but 
then I heard a voice saying: [Do not recite] and let me kill him, since that man claims the Quran is 
created [4], 

2) Ibrahim Al-Harbi said in what was authentically attributed to him: 

Ahmad ibn Nasr said, when asked about the Knowledge of Allah: Allah is with us by His Knowledge, 
and he is over his 'Arsh (Throne). 

Then he was asked about the Quran, so he replied: It is the Word of Allah. He was told: Created? He 
replied: No [5]. 

Ibn Al-Qayim [May Allah shower him with Mercy] says in his Nuniyah [6]: 

jjtuJI -_iU.il ^^£.1 Jpjl til! 3** j./'i jjjl JJa j 

o' (ijk- u** o»iu (ji jSii li jis ii 

And for that [reason] the son of Nasr, Ahmad was killed. ** That Khuza'I of the Great Status 

When he said that the Quran is [the All-Mighty's] Speech ** And is not a creation from among the 
Beings 

May Allah shower him with Mercy 
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The Yemeni Who Stood Up to Al-Hajjaj Ibn Yusuf 

Tawus ibn Kaysan, one of the righteous students of Ibn 'Abbas and a Muhaddith said, 'I 
entered the Haram (Makkah) to perform 'Umrah and when I completed it, I prayed 2 
units of prayer behind the Maqam of Ibrahim and then I sat down. I turned to look at the 
people in the mosque when behold, I saw a group of people with weapons, swords, 
spears and shields! I looked and it was al-Hajjaj ibn Yusuf, the Amir of blood-shed, about 
whom Laila al-Akhiliya said, 

4i ja U fj 111 tlui 

Hajjaj, you are the one above whom there is none 



Except the True Ruler, the Forgiving and Eternal One (Allah) 

jjja <jj Jjxu JjS j <_yiAj 4JLa Jji 

He (Hajjaj) killed a hundred souls and he killed Sa'id ibn Jubayr 

Al-Hajjaj once said, 'I saw in my dream that Allah killed me once for every soul I killed 
except for Sa'id ibn Jubayr for Allah killed me on the Sirat (path over Hellfire) seventy 
times because of him.’ 

Tawus continues: T saw the commotion so I kept seated in my place. Whilst in that state, 
I saw a poor, ascetic worshipper from Yemen. He went to circumambulate around the 
Ka'bah, then he came to pray 2 units of prayer when suddenly his garment clung to a 
spear from the spears of the army of Hajjaj, and so the spear fell on al-Hajjaj! He stopped 
him and said, 'Who are you?' He said, 'Muslim.' He said, 'Where are you from?' He said, 
'From Yemen.' He said, 'How is my brother with you people?' (- He meant his brother 
Muhammad ibn Yusuf who was also a tyrannical ruler like him). He said, 'I left him as a 
fat man with a fat stomach.' Al-Hajjaj said, 'I didn't ask you about his health but I asked 
you about his justice.' He said, 'I left him as a deceiving and oppressive ruler.' 

He said, 'Don't you know who I am?' So the man said, 'Who are you?' He said, 'I am al- 
Hajjaj ibn Yusuf!' So the man said, 

jju 4JI 

'Do you think that he (your brother) is mightier and strengthened by you more than I 
am by Allah?' 

Tawus said, 'When he said that, all my hair stood on end. But al-Hajjaj let him go and left 
him.' 



iijj JA j Uaibk jja. ill! 

"... But Allah is the Best of Protectors and He is the Most Merciful of those who 
show Mercy." 

[Yusuf 12: 64] 

- Taken from 4il lia=J[If you guard Allah, He will Guard you] by 'Aidh al-Qarni. 



75 



Prisoners 



Were they Jinn?? But they were Muslim Prisoners.. 

On the mention of the brothers in the prisons of the interior, overhead tyrants [in the secret 
dungeons of Jordan], I find it of fidelity to mention a story that happened to my brother Abu 
Muhammad al Misri (may Allah have mercy on him) and with the brother Abu Saleh (may Allah 
release him.): 

They made brother Abu Saleh enter by mistake on a group of ghosts, in a place which was nothing 
less than a red hell, or the house of Jinns or the trash containers or gutters. What is important is that 
it was a place where there were no similitudes of men. 

There were people squatting, on them was nothing more than what what concealed their private 
parts, very long hairs, nails like the claws of a beast, and the smell of carrion was emanating from 
everything, and complete silence. A man carrying a weapon in his hand and a whip sat infront of 
them but he was away from them where he would not get affected by the smell, and they made my 
companion enter into this place. 



He [Abu Baseer] said: When I saw that, my heartfelt between my legs, and I felt a fear that was 
cutting my sides from their place, they made me sit beside one of them. I turned a little and tried to 
talk to one of them, and there wasn't (a response). 

All of them, even the tears had stoned like the stoning of their sides, everything was silent, 
unmoving. 

After several hours they called him and he understood that he was entered by mistake, and what he 
saw was not a scene from the fears of the Day of Judgement, and that he was really not in a coma or 
a painful, disturbing nightmare but what he saw were his [Muslim] brothers, one of the days before 
more than 20 years., and others and from that time onwards till our this day and they are in this 
condition for more than 20 years, no talk nothing, no sun, no, no, no. 

Extract From the book; Undead Warriors P30. 

This is what is happening to our Muslim brothers and sisters today, right now. We ask Allah to ease 
the affairs of our brothers and sisters oppressed everywhere, ameen. 



Download Links: 

Lovers of the Hur: - http://ia360703.us.archive.Org/7/items/UshaqAIHoorAndTheUndeadWarriors/The Undead Warriors.pdf 
Undead Warriors: http://ia360703.us.archive.Org/7/items/UshaqAIHoorAndTheUndeadWarriors/UshaqAIHoor.pdf 
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"And I would remember my dear brother Abu Mujahid, and how he was 
imprisoned..." 

"...I would* also remember those who were in worse conditions and tests than I, from my imprisoned brothers 
in all the corners of the globe who are prevented from even the most basic rights. This would increase me in 
firmness and resolve and strength. It would also help me to belittle whatever hardship I was experiencing. I 
would remember my brothers in the dark prisons of Bagram, my brothers in Abu Ghurayb, my brothers in 
Guantanamo, my brothers in the secret prisons where one cannot even see the Sun and in which they can be 
seen by nobody. I would remember my brothers in the prisons of the Jews, Communists, and apostates, etc. 



And I would remember my dear brother Abu Mujahid (may Allah have Mercy upon him and 
gather us with him in the Firdaws) and how he was imprisoned. ..in a filthy, dark, solitary 
cell filled with insects, and he was prevented from a copy of the Qur'an. I remember how 
he would long for each verse he would hear being recited from the distant mosques and 
keep repeating them until he had them memorized... 

I would remember such things, and this would help me belittle my hardships and would acquaint me 
with Allah's blessings upon me in that He made the Qur'an my intimate companion during this trial..." 

http://www.kalamullah.com/prisoner-of-consdence.html 
*Abu Muhammad al Maqdisi is saying this. 



Please, support the Muslim Prisoners (this might be the only way Allah protects you from being falling into 
prison yourself); 

http://CagePrisoners.com 

http://salaf-stories.blogspot.com/2010/01/and-i-would-remember-mv-dear-brother.html 



77 



16-year old girl targeted by FBI for being 'too Muslim' - 
Cageprisoners.com exclusive 

In 2005, 16-year old Amatur-Rahman was already being monitored by FBI agents in the US, 
seemingly due to her increasing interest in her faith. 

After being approached by FBI agents, including a British-born Pakistani Muslim female officer, she 
was arrested and detained for seven weeks without charge. She was subsequently deported to the 
country of her parents' origin. In her first interview since the ordeal Amatur-Rahman talks candidly to 
Cageprisoners about the circumstances and effects of her traumatic experience. 



CagePrisoners: Why do you believe you were singled by the US authorities out of all your 
friends? 

Amatur-Rahman: Bismillah ar-Rahman ar-Raheem. Was-Salaatu was-Salaamu ala Rasulillah wa a’la 
asHaabihi wa man wala. Thumma Amma Ba’ad. Assalaamualikum warahmatulla hi wabarakaatuhu: 

In today’s time and age, it is not very common to find teenagers who take their religion seriously; even 
more so if the families are not too inclined towards religion or towards giving their children a religious 
upbringing. I was a practicing Muslim teenager who wore the niqab to high school and I was also 
interested in da’wah (calling others to Islam). Considering the post 9-1 1 atmosphere, it was easy for 
them to single me out and label me as they wished. The immigration issue just made it easy for them 
to take me in and interrogate me for as long as they wished. I highly doubt other than the ‘religious’ 
factor, they would have found enough interest in me to put both my family and myself through what 
we went through. 



CP: What did US officials tell you from the beginning about their interest in you - was it a terror 
investigation or an immigration matter? 



AR: Initially, there were two agents who came to my house and introduced themselves as ‘family 
counselors’ who were going around the neighborhood. There was not any mention of any sort of 
investigation really. It was more of a ‘checking up on the neighborhood, want to make sure everything 
is alright’ kind of introduction. My family had never had experience with anything of this sort; my 
mother allowed them in without giving it any second thoughts. One agent remained downstairs whilst 
another one came upstairs to my room to speak to me. I still recall, later on while being interrogated 
(a couple of months later, after being taken) I was asked, why is it that your younger brother and 
sister were downstairs watching ‘Sex and the City’ and you were upstairs? 



They were not aware of my family’s pending immigration status at that point. My parents’ immigration 
status was actually pending; they had applications sent in years back which were still in some sort of 
a process. The police came back with a raid a good two months after the initial visit. That is when they 
showed the immigration matter as an issue. They mentioned that if I would go with them, my parents 
and one of my brothers would not have to go along. So naturally, I agreed to be taken. 



CP: How did you handle dealing with government agents at such a young age? 
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AR: I had no idea initially that they were agents. I still remember after coming into my room, the agent 
was taking notes the whole time she was speaking to me. Whatever I was saying, she would jot 
down. After a few minutes of speaking to me, she opened my closet door and started looking through 
my books and other stuff in the closet. I started feeling really uncomfortable and I think either I asked 
her what she was doing or was taking back my stuff from her hands; just alarmed. She was going 
through books, papers, looking at pictures and asking me questions. Then she wanted to take 
something and that’s when I told her that she could not just take something that belongs to me. The 
note jotting continued. I was nervous, shocked and a bit confused, all at the same time. 



CP: Despite presenting any evidence to the contrary, did they deal with you as a security 
threat? 



AR: I think, yes, they did think me as a ‘security threat’. But I guess it really is no shock, since almost 
anything can be considered ‘security threat’ in today’s time. I guess it’s easier to make the public 
believe what you are doing is right when the individual (s) is shown as a threat rather than a victim. 



CP: What did the FBI want from you? 



AR: Initially they only wanted to speak to me, just to ask me about my life and how everything was 
going. After taking me in, their questions revolved around anyone and everyone I knew and questions 
about them. Their only concern was who else they can deem/label as 'a threat'. In the last meeting, 
from what I re-call, they suggested how they would 'help' me remain committed to my religion if I 
'helped' them out. The next meeting never took place as I left. 



CP: Did it help that a female Muslim FBI agent was questioning you, or did that make it 
worse? 



AR: That's a good question, I never really thought about it. The fact that she was a Muslim did not 
exactly cross my mind, even though her name claims so. She never bought up her religious beliefs 
with me or spoke about them. At no point did she try and point at our 'similarities', rather it was 
how different I was. The whole time, she tried to keep it as though it was her duty/job to speak to me. 
So for me, having her as the agent who questioned me made no difference, opposed to having a 
female who might have been from a different religious background. 



CP: Did you have access to legal advice? 
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AR: I did have access to legal advice. But my lawyer was an immigration lawyer. So he really could 
not give me the greatest of advice on everything that was going on. He wasn’t given access to all the 
information. I think I was more aware of my situation than he was. But he did try to reassure me 
whenever he saw me. He himself felt really bad that there was not much he could do. It was obvious 
that they were looking into me not for immigration but for ‘terrorism’. My family’s immigration status, 
the pending status was an easy advantage for them. They told my mother it was immigration that was 
the issue, but in reality they had a whole different purpose behind it. 



CP: Could you describe the raid? 



AR: Early morning fajr (dawn) time I believe (I still remember losing my mind thinking that fajr [prayer] 
time was going and I was unable to go up and pray; we had to sit downstairs). I can’t recall how many 
officers there were in total. It was perhaps close to ten-twelve, maybe more. 



We all sat downstairs, my baby brother was sleeping in my parent’s room at that particular time, my 
mom didn’t carry him downstairs. There was banging heard at the front door, my mom ran in and 
woke me up. So by the infinite grace of Allah I had enough time to cover and then get downstairs. The 
rest of my family members awoke in shock. They had us all sit downstairs on the sofa with one-two 
agents observing us. 



They mentioned to me that due to my family’s immigration status they would have to either take me or 
my parents and me together. I went upstairs and I prayed while two women agents observed me from 
the back. I wanted to change again but they said that I could not touch any of my clothes since they 
would be taking me away. One of the women was really nice and she picked out the clothes for me as 
I requested. 



Right before leaving, I simply asked one of the agents if I could take something of significance with 
me. He said yes. I grabbed my Quran, kissed my baby brother, hugged my mom (she completely 
broke down and was a wreck) and headed out the door. They did not handcuff me at that point; it was 
not until after the interrogation was over at the center they took me to that they handcuffed me and 
took me off to another state. You don’t really forget the small acts of kindness that are done to you at 
times of severe stress. 



CP: Did you have any warning that you may be detained? 



AR: No, I did not have any warning. 



CP: What was going through your mind as you sat in the cell detained with no charge? 




AR: The first day I was taken; the whole day was like a roller coaster ride. The raid in the morning, 
then being taken; interrogated for 4-5 hours straight; taken to an empty room where I had to sit for 
one-two hours waiting until the van was available to drive me off to another state; driven off to another 
state 4-5 hours away, sitting in the back of a van (I still recall one of the guys sitting up front with the 
driver mentioned how he lived a block away from where I did; he saw my address on the paper and 
he kept saying he could not believe he lived so close to me); once I entered the detention center I had 
to go through all the formalities and was strip searched and given the prison garb; I entered the cell, 
prayed my maghrib and isha prayers and just stopped myself from even thinking about what had just 
happened. 



Everything did not hit me until the second day. Once it did hit me, I did break down. But as days go 
on, you learn to accept your situation and try and deal with it. I kept telling myself that it would pass. I 
knew I had to keep my spirits up high. Seeing my mother every week was such a booster. She was 
more effected (health wise) than me. So I had to show her that I was doing well otherwise it would 
have destroyed her even more. 



CP: How was your typical day in detention? How were you treated? 



AR: We were awoken everyday at around 6 a.m. Each cell was opened and the girls were allowed 
five minutes each, by rotation. This took up about an hour. I requested to be awoken at 5am because 
of fajr. You had five minutes to take a cold shower, brush your teeth and put on your prison garb 
(which was a pair of sweats and a long sleeve sweatshirt) and go back into your cell. Breakfast was 
served at about eight in the morning. The first week after fajr I went back to sleep and waited until 
they called again for breakfast. The second week I would not sleep after fajr, I would stay up and read 
a book. After we came back from breakfast, we would have to go and attend a ‘school session’ for 
three-four hours. It was the basic subjects from what I recall. After the ‘school’ session we would have 
lunch. After lunch we had to return back and sit on the tables they had in the main hall. These tables 
would have cards out, books, or other games which the girls spend most of their time on. Then we 
would go into cells again for an hour until dinner. After dinner we would either sit at the tables again or 
they would put on some movie for everyone to watch. A couple of hours later it would be snacks time 
and then soon back to bed. Prison life is all about routine. 



I was put into a maximum security juvenile detention center (prison). In terms of the strict disciplinary 
rules, you get used to it. For me what were the absolute worst parts were: 



1) I was not allowed to wear the jilbab. The second day (first day, considering the fact that I arrived 
the night before), they did not even allow me to wear the khimar (scarf) and I absolutely lost it. I 
refused to leave the cell unless they allowed me at the very least my khimar. They then agreed to 
allow me to wear the khimar but not the jilbab. However I was not allowed to take the khimar into the 
cell. We did not have to stay in the cell all the time. There would be one-two hours everyday when you 
would have to stay in your cell. After entering the cell I would have to take off my khimar and give it to 
one of the lady guards to keep on my shelf, then re-request it before getting out again. At night there 
would be male guards who would do round trips but since I was not allowed to take my scarf into the 
room, I would just put the blanket over me. Even that was not allowed because they had to see the 
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inmate. So I somehow managed to keep everything covered at night except for my face with the 
blanket. 



2) The second worst thing was the strip searches. I had to go through one the first day I was taken 
there. After every visit I would have to go through a strip search. My mother visited every week and 
there was also random individuals picked for strip searches on a weekly basis. I cannot really explain 
in words how this makes a person feel. Especially as a woman who is accustomed to covering herself 
a certain way, you have to learn to desensitize yourself to this. I did think about refusing to go through 
the strip searches at all costs but I knew there was absolutely no point. The agents would come every 
few weeks and remind me once more that it could get ‘a lot worst.’ 



On the other hand, the staff was actually quite nice. They used to be so frustrated with some of the 
girls and I didn’t really give them any behavioral problems so they treated me well. There were a 
couple of pregnant girls and some others who were in for drugs, stealing, attacking or yelling at a 
teacher or something of that sort. They would talk to me and not understand what I was doing in 
there! They kept telling me that immigration had nothing to do with their center. I kind of figured that 
part. 



CP: What was your first visit like with your parents? 



AR: My first visit was actually on the second or third day. My mother burst in crying her head off. She 
was such a mess. It was really nice to see her though, Alhamdulillah. 



CP: What kept you strong during your detention? 



I remember reading a lot. I used to take out the books they had in the shelves and just read. 
Generally, a book can have your mind soaring and exploring. But when you are in lock up, trust me 
when I say this, and I know that all other prisoners will have to agree with me; a book can open up the 
whole world and beyond for you. It can have you both mesmerized and rejuvenated. I also read the 
Quran; revised the suwar (chapters) I had memorized. Its good to keep your mind occupied, 
otherwise situations can overcome you. 



CP: Were you interviewed while in detention, if so, how often? Did you have a lawyer present? 



AR: Yes, I was interviewed while in detention. A total of three-four times. I did not have a lawyer 
present. 



CP: What were your fears about what would become of you - and your family? 
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AR: My fear was not knowing what would happen next. You feel helpless and unsure of what to 
expect. It was something new for me. I was young and inexperienced to many of the harsh realities 
that life can bring forth. But with age comes experience. I was constantly worried about my family. I 
knew my parents were going through a lot. My parents were going crazy. My siblings also felt really 
scared and helpless. 



CP: How did your family cope with your detention? 



AR: They kept in touch with the lawyer as much as possible. They called me everyday for five 
minutes; visited every week. Again, it was something very new for them. They themselves were not 
really sure what to expect. People, who go to the West in hopes of having their dreams come true, 
don’t exactly expect anything of this sort. 



CP: When did you find out that you and your family may get deported to another country? 



AR: We actually did not get deported. Since I was a juvenile, my mother signed papers and wanted to 
come back to our country with me. Things were not looking too good. My court appearances were 
kept private so neither the public nor my family could attend. My mother was becoming increasingly 
impatient and decided it would be best if she bought me back. I was not sure of what to expect of my 
new life, but I did feel confident that Allah would take care of it no matter where I went. I felt nervous 
and anxious. 



CP: How long did you have to prepare for such likelihood? 



AR: Within a week-two of my mother’s signing, we had to leave. I was not expecting it when one of 
the prison staff had come to get me. When they called out my name, I knew it was time to go. 



CP: How long were you detained in the US before you were sent abroad? 



AR: Approximately two months. 



CP: How did this news affect you, and your family, particularly your younger sister? 



AR: I wasn’t sure on what to expect. I was still taking in everything. It broke apart my family. My 
younger siblings are introverts. They never really did discuss with me how they felt. But it affected 
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them and perhaps even scared them away from practicing their religion. But my siblings have always 
respected my choice to practice Islam. 



CP: How was the flight for you? How did they treat you? 



AR: Agents/officers drove me to the airport. They were in civil clothing in order to not attract attention I 
guess. The female officer held onto me tightly while walking into the airport and walked me through 
the checking area. When I saw my family, I headed towards them but I was pushed through to the 
security area. I think the officers waited until my plane landed before calling it a day. 



CP: What was it like to land in a country you left as a child and to your home and your friends 
behind? 



AR: It felt surreal. After landing I felt like everything hit me all at once. I remember it was fajrWme at 
the airport when I landed. The weather was intense. The feeling was intense. A reporter had followed 
me home. She followed us all the way home. I was dazed and I’m not sure how I managed to even 
speak to the reporter. 



CP: What do you miss most about living in the US? 



AR: I miss the subway and the public transport. I miss the weather. I miss the corner deli shops where 
you could get bagels and cream cheese when on the run. I miss the neighborhood in which I had my 
childhood. But Alhamdulillah I have had great new memories in the past few years as well. 



CP: What is the bright side, if any, of the situation for you? 

AR: I still have my iman [faith], I still have my Islam, wa lillahil Hamd [Allah be praised]. I did get out 
and wasn’t entrapped like the thousands of other Muslim prisoners who we witness being sentenced 
to absurd terms when you have child molesters, rapists and murderers being given less at times! 



CP: How has this experience affected your faith? 

AR: Iman is like a roller coaster. At times it soars up high and at times it drops real low. It is never 
constant. I have had my ups and downs through it all. But in the end of the day, my iman is always in 
need of more. Alhamdulillah, it is a struggle everyday. I ask Allah to keep us all on the straight path 
and let us die in the state of Islam. 



CP: What have you gained through this experience both in the negative and positive sense? 
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AR: I would say I have gained a lot. I have learned a language, I have met new people, I have 
experienced the support of many and seen the breaking away as well. I have also learned that you 
should never expect life to go as you plan it. One moment’s event can change your whole life around. 
But you should be determined to stick to your deen [religion] no matter what. If you are sincere, then 
Allah will help you. Your state of affairs will not always be the same, nor will your state of deen. But if 
you try and hold on to your deen with one finger, Allah will aid you in taking out all nine other so you 
can grab on. It is on us to take the first step and trust Him. He will take the rest towards us and there 
can be no doubt about that. 



CP: What would you say to those who may find themselves in similar circumstances? 

AR: Do not panic. Keep reminding yourself that everything and everyone is in the hands and control 
of Allah. Keep your reliance on Him. What is meant to hit you will hit you no matter what and what is 
not meant to hit you will not hit you no matter what. Always remember that there are millions, if not 
billions who have had it worst, are having it worst and will have it worst. Any test that comes for the 
sake of your deen , take it with pride and gratitude. It isn’t everyone who is blessed with such an 
opportunity to be tested for their deen. 



CP: Do who have any parting advice for those who might want to assist others who may be 
unjustly detained? 



AR: There are several things that can be done to help. I would like to mention a few: 

1) Sincere duaa; a person should never lose hope in the power of duaa [prayer]. This is one of the 
greatest forms of ibadah [worship], 

2) Raising awareness of the individual(s) case. There are thousands of cases we have no idea about. 
But Allah is aware; so we should make duaa for all. 

3) Letter Writing- this cannot be stressed enough. You have to be inside to understand just how much a 
letter can do. It can make your day/week/month/year or break it. To pass on the prisoner’s letter for 
others would also be a very good thing. 

4) Visiting- if visits are possible then this would be amazing. 

5) Send gifts- books or whatever can be sent. Perhaps through the families. 

6) If you are able to get in touch with the families, please do. Often times the families are going through 
an extremely tough time, perhaps even more so than the prisoner. You don’t know how much a visit, 
a call or letting them know that you have them in your adiyah [plural of du’aa] can do for them. 

CP: Sister Amatur-Rahman, may Allah reward you with the best for sharing your thoughts and 
experiences with us. 



http://cageprisoners.com/our-work/interviews/item/3656-cageprisoners-exclusive-girl-targeted-bv- 
f bi-at-16-vea rs-of-age 
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"you are from the people of the second badr ..." 

Sahih Muslim Book 029, Number 5621: 

Abu Huraira reported Allah's Messenger (may peace be upon him) as saying: When the time draws near 
(when the Resurrection is near) a believer's dream can hardly be false. And the truest vision will be of one 
who is himself the most truthful in speech, for the vision of a Muslim is the forty-fifth part of Prophet. 



Here is an excerpt from an interview of Qari Badr-uz-Zaman Badr (who spent three years in prison and was 
recently released from Guantanamo). It was aired on ARYONE in a program called 'Views on News' in May 25 
2005. It is in Urdu but a brother translated it to English. 



THE TRANSLATION: 

"We were busy in continuous worship and people (of Guantanamo) were close to Allah (SWT). Many people 
dreamt of the Prophet(saw) with glad tidings that freedom is nigh. 

And Prophet Eesa(as) came and said that those who call themselves "nasraani" [Christians], those people are 
not on the correct path, are astray and will be destroyed. 

A Mujahid told me that he was asleep in Bagram during intense winter. Isa (as) came in his dream with the 
Qur'an in one hand and the Injeel [Bible] in the other. The mujahid said he wanted to embrace Easa(as) and 
kiss him. But Prophet Eesa(as) stepped back. Someone announced this is a Mujahid from Cuba, Guantanamo. 
So Eesa (as) shook my hand and he kissed me on my forehead. He took my hand in his and said to me do not 
worry for freedom is very close and the nasaraa will be destroyed. AND THAT I AM COMING. 

He (mujahid) says when my hand was shaken I woke up. It was not warm but the mujahid was perspiring..." 

"Then an Arab mujahid dreamt of Prophet Muhammad (saw) and the Prophet (saw) told him you are 'ahl al- 
badr' [the people of Badr]. So the mujahid said the people of Badr have passed away. So the Prophet (saw) 
said 'antum min ahl al-badr at-thani' [You are the second people of Badr] and that your status is not much 
less than that of the people of Badr ". 

http://ahlalhdeeth.com/vbe/showthread.php?t=4023 



The message of Jesus is further supported by another dream of Aafia Siddiqui (a Muslim woman wrongly 
imprisoned); 

Aafia had another dream in which Isa [Jesus] (peace be upon him) appeared. She said the 
dream was too long to get into details, but from it, she got that maybe his coming is near. 

of-sentencing.html 



http://www.freeaafia.ore/news-a-messaees/us-news/354-evewitness-accounts-c 



For the Pleasure of My Lord, The Prisons come Perfumed 

(Arabic text is below) 

Dear Brother, who dwells in these prisons To you I write with distresses, 

If to Allah you hold fast Then what harm will a misfortune of time do to you? 

Beware dear Brother, of making your corrupting your thoughts Regarding the Promise of the Deity, Mighty and Strong, 

Verily, He has promised the Believers with Salvation As He saved Yunus from the dark depths of the belly of the Fish, 

Dear Brother, before you, passed the ancient ones These prisons are but like those prisons. 

Did not Yusuf dwelled in them for a phase And Musa, the tyrants threatened him with it. 

And such was the Messenger of the Generous Deity To imprison him, the pagans plotted. 

So my Lord saved him through his Hijrah In the company of that trustworthy friend, 

And in their footsteps, the Believers traversed Like Ahmad, that firm Imam, 

And likewise Ibn Taymiyyah was blessed with it In the fortress of Sham, as a prisoner he dwelled, 

Hundreds of thousands of the True Faithful Dwelled for a time in these prisons, 

Be not weak, dear Brother, nor lose hope When your time comes, nor submit, 

Strengthen yourself by remembering the Deity, Most Supreme And hasten in memorizing the Manifest Book, 

That is for your heart a secure stronghold And this is for your spirit an assisting provision, 

These are hardships, soon they will all cease And remaining from it will be various fruits and benefits, 

So if they intimidate you, and they threaten you Never weaken, or soften to them. 

And even if they insult you, and they torture you And if they beat you, submit not, 

You are not the first to be tortured For a Mighty Religion and a Manifest Legislation, 

Nor are you alone on this Path For there are countless caravans throughout the years, 

And if an 'Eid passes by, and a son is born And months rotate, while you are imprisoned. 

Do not grieve O Brother of the Righteous Ones Of departing from family and losing children, 

And if they forbid you from their visits And likewise their letters never appear. 

So if this is for a Lord and Religion Then where is the patience, where is the certainty!? 

And where are your past speeches Regarding the (weight of the) Millah of that Trustworthy Messenger?! 

That Intimate Friend went willingly To slaughter his son, a clear trial, 

On a magnificent, noble day like today Without any anxiety, he put him down upon his forehead. 

So my Lord saved him through His Good Will And ransomed him with a fat sheep. 

But you, your sons are in a carefree life And diversion and amusement, and a secured home. 

Yet you have not been asked to slaughter them Rather, merely for patience of a temporary separation. 

For verily, they are in the care of a Merciful Lord And you are in solitude with Him and Faith, 

For the Pleasure of a Lord and assisting a Religion Life and all children become insignificant, 
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